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Batemans Bay Masterplan mess set to continue
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At yesterday’s Extraordinary Council
Meeting, there were four public forum
speakers, including three on the Probity
Report into the Batemans Bay Masterplan.
(See pp 6-7.) 
Right at the start of the meeting a motion
moved by Mayor Hatcher, seconded by
Councillor Constable. 
THAT Council:
1.Notes the findings and recommendations
of the Batemans Bay Masterplan Final
Probity Report dated February 2026
prepared by Centium.
2.Notes the report from the Director of
Planning and Environment.
3.Request the General Manager arrange a
workshop with Councillors at the earliest
possible time. That the workshop:
a.receive a presentation from staff on the
proposed work program, demonstrating
how the recommendations and findings of
the Batemans Bay Masterplan Final Probity
Report will be addressed, governance
structure, timing, staging, funding and
community and stakeholder engagement
to achieve the completion of the
Batemans Bay Masterplan (BBMP) and a
Planning Proposal to amend the
Eurobodalla LEP 2012 (LEP) to implement
those aspects of the BBMP that can be
achieved via the LEP.
b.receive advice on the options available
to achieve the delivery of affordable
housing via the planning scheme that can
be considered in the finalisation of the
BBMP.
c.Be open to members of the public to
observe the workshop.
4.Request that the General Manager
following the workshop report back to
Council at the earliest opportunity on the
following matters:
a.setting out a proposed program and
governance arrangements for the
completion of the revised BBMP and
demonstrating how the findings and
recommendations of the Batemans Bay
Masterplan Final Probity Report will be
addressed as part of the program.
b.Options and recommendation for the
delivery of affordable housing via the
planning scheme that can be considered
in the finalisation of the BBMP and
incorporated in the Planning Proposal.
5.Adopt a planning horizon of 25-30 years
for the revised BBMP.
6.Receive a report from staff for
consideration of the revised BBMP once
completed.
7.Commit to public exhibition of the
revised BBMP before consideration of its
adoption.
The Motion was CARRIED 
Division
For the Motion: Crs P Constable, M
Hatcher, M Johnson, R Pollock OAM and A
Schutz.
Against the Motion: Crs A Mayne, C Turner
and S Winslade.

The next ordinary meeting of Council is on
24  March th

OPINION 
By Cid Mateo
Eurobodalla Shire Council narrowly voted
to resuscitate the failed and costly
Batemans Bay Masterplan 2025, by five
votes to three, at its Extraordinary Council
Meeting on 10 March 2026. Councillors
Anthony Mayne, Sharon Winslade and
Deputy Mayor, Colleen Turner, had called
for the Extraordinary Meeting to find a
sensible way forward following release of
the Probity Report into the Masterplan on
27 February 2026.
Watching the Meeting on Council’s
webcast, the song, Road to Nowhere, by
Talking Heads (1985), kept spinning around
my head.
Well we know where we’re goin’
But we don’t know where we’ve been
And we know what we’re knowin’
But we can’t say what we’ve seen
And we’re not little children…
…We’re on a road to nowhere
In effect, the Probity Report started with a
similar sentiment. The Probity Report,
released to the public by General
Manager, Mark Ferguson, was a scathing
assessment of the whole masterplanning
process to date, from start to finish. For five
years from 2020 to 2025. The Review’s
investigators found the Batemans Bay
Masterplan 2025 failed on every possible
masterplanning criteria. It failed on
integrity. It failed on governance. It failed
on transparency, decision making,
accountability, fairness, value for money,
and impartiality, by exception or otherwise.
Fortunately for the Eurobodalla
community, some councillors began to ask
questions. Councillor Mayne and
Councillor Rob Pollock OAM put questions
on notice to Council staff during 2025 in
an attempt to increase transparency and
improve on a woeful process. These
questions led to the Probity Review. In the
current term, Deputy Mayor Turner and
Councillor Winslade joined the call for
good governance. In yesterday’s
Extraordinary Meeting, councillors split
into two camps. The pro-housing camp,
comprising Deputy Mayor Turner, and
Councillors Mayne, Pollock and Winslade,
were not convinced another lengthy and
costly town-planning process would
achieve the housing urgently needed.
They understand that the main game in
the Eurobodalla, as in the rest of Australia,
right now, is housing. Not masterplanning.
Not pipe dreams. They were not prepared
to continue wasting residents’ money on a
failed Masterplan, and instead preferred to
prioritise housing for all in our community.
They seemed to understand that in a
highly resource constrained and low-
capacity local government environment,
like the Eurobodalla, what we need to
prioritise. They chose housing. Housing in
Batemans Bay, Moruya, Narooma and
housing across the Eurobodalla.

The pro-housing camp councillors, calmly
and diligently sort advice from the Council’s
Director of Planning, Mr Gary Bruce, with
respect to housing need, housing supply,
population estimates, masterplanning
parameters and development outcomes,
and obtained some illuminating admissions
from Mr Bruce. 
Mr Bruce described a dismal picture of
housing in the Eurobodalla. He told the
Council that despite about 1,400 housing
lots available in Rosedale, South Moruya
and Dalmeny, development applications
had fallen ‘off a cliff’ in recent years.
Tellingly, he told the Council that despite
the Batemans Bay masterplanning process,
now running into its sixth year, it was failing
to attract development applications. He
told Council that the Masterplan could be
thought of as a ‘vision’ with no certainty any
targets would ever be met during its life.
The approach, attitude and behaviour of
the pro-masterplanning camp, could not
have been more dissimilar. Mayor Hatcher,
and Councillor Constable and their 2024
local government election sidekicks,
Councillors Amber Schutz and Mick
Johnson respectively, argued for another
protracted and expensive process of town
masterplanning in Batemans Bay. Their
justification for choosing town planning
before housing was curious. Councillor
Mick Johnson spoke to the Motion saying
he would vote for a repeat of the
masterplanning process, as he “did not
want to throw the baby out with the
bathwater”. The probity investigators
reported there was no ‘baby’ anywhere to
be found from 2020 to 2025, only ‘dirty
bathwater’. 
Mayor Hatcher and Councillor Constable
appeared to lose their composure at times
by pontificating about their own businesses
and tourism, which was well off topic and
inconsistent with their repeated attempts to
gag the pro-housing camp—at times
disrespectful of Deputy Mayor Turner and
berating Councillors Mayne and Winslade—
for daring to discuss the housing crisis and
solutions to this in the Eurobodalla.
Despite Mr Bruce’s enlightening testimony
to the Council, the pro-town-planning
camp ‘dug their heels in’ and voted up a
long motion prescribing the Planning
Directorate to do a lengthy catalogue of
work, which they have been unable to go
anywhere near achieving in the past five
years.
One needs to ask the question. If Council
has been unable to get the Masterplan to
first base in five years, and the Masterplan
may not deliver more than a vision, why are
we throwing more residents’ money into
this pit while we have a housing crisis? It
doesn’t make sense. 
Given that Batemans Bay already has an
excellent Masterplan, the Batemans Bay
Structure Plan 2008, which is valid for 25
years until 2033, why do we need another
Masterplan? 
I hope for all our sakes that it’s not another
unaffordable ‘road to nowhere’.

Extraordinary Meeting
votes to carry on
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Seniors bring life stories to the stage
Stories, laughter and some theatrical flair filled Moruya’s Red Door
Hall on Thursday 5 March. 
More than 20 seniors participated in a theatre session as part of
Eurobodalla Council’s Seniors Festival.
Playback Theatre performers from Little Paddocks Mogo invited the
audience to share moments from their lives - then brought them to
life on the spot using improvised acting, percussion and movement.
One woman’s memory of travelling around Australia sparked a lively
performance about discovering the north for the first time: “The
waterfalls and the rivers were huge - and the bugs were huge too!”
The crowd laughed as performers recreated the journey with plenty
of drama and over-the-top reactions.
Little Paddocks Playback Theatre Troupe formed after the Black
Summer bushfires, using theatre as a way for people to share stories
and connect through creativity.
At the end of the session, participants said they loved the
performers’ quick thinking and hearing the life experiences of
others in the room. 
“Although we’re all in a nursing home now, we’ve all lived such
different lives and come from different places,” one attendee said.
And that’s what the session was all about - sharing stories,
celebrating lives well lived and adding a little more colour to the
day. 
See all upcoming events for the Seniors Festival on Council’s
website. 
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Inquiries are continuing into the cause of a crash
on the Kings Highway on Monday, ACT long
weekend, in which three people died and four
were injured.
Emergency services were called to the Kings
Highway at Monga, shortly after 5pm (Monday 9
March 2026), and found two Hyundai hatchbacks
had collided head-on.
A woman driving the eastbound and her front-
seat passenger – believed to be a teenage girl –
died, as well as a man who was a back-seat
passenger in that vehicle. They are yet to be
formally identified.
A second teenage girl, also travelling in the back-
seat, was critically injured was airlifted to
Canberra Hospital.
The driver of the westbound hatchback – a 31-
year-old man – was airlifted to Westmead
Hospital suffering serious injuries; a seven-year-
old child from that vehicle was airlifted to The
Children’s Hoispital at Westmead in a stable
condition.
A three-year-old child was taken to Canberra
Hospital to be checked a precaution.

Three dead, four injured in head-on crash on Kings Highway east of Braidwood 
Officers attached to Monaro Police
District established a crime scene
with specialists from Southern
Region Crash Investigation Unit
(CIU) conducting the investigation.
The Kings Highway at Monga, east
of Braidwood, was closed for
several hours. 
Police are appealing for anyone
with relevant dashcam vision of
either vehicle, a 2023-model white
Hyundai Ioniq which was travelling
west, and a silver Hyundai i20
which was travelling east, to
contact Crime Stoppers on 1800
333000.
As investigations continue, police
are urging anyone with
information, dashcam footage or
any witnesses to contact police or
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000
or
https://nsw.crimestoppers.com.au

https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/seniors-festival
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/seniors-festival
https://nsw.crimestoppers.com.au/


Moruya Mail

Tears and tantrums are synonymous with the first day of school. Thankfully,
day two usually gets easier. But for school-starters not used to sitting in a
group or using the toilet themselves, this isn’t always the case.
In Eurobodalla Shire, 25% of children are starting kindergarten with one or
more vulnerabilities in the language, communication, social, emotional, and
physical maturity needed to navigate the school environment. That's 9.7%
higher than the national average.
Eurobodalla Council’s coordinator of children’s services Louise Hatton says
parents who prepare for day one are helping their kids start school on the
front foot.
“Your child doesn’t need to be ‘ahead' to be ready for school, they need to
feel safe and confident engaging with a variety of people,” said Ms. Hatton.
“A ready child will be excited to learn, responsive to guidance and able to get
along with others”.
Aware of the many pressures already on families, Ms. Hatton is inviting
parents of 3 to 5-year-olds to Council’s free seminars on school readiness: 
·Moruya Showgrounds - Monday March 23, 5.30-6.30pm
·Batemans Bay Child and Family Centre - Tuesday March 24, 5.30-6.30pm
·Narooma Golf Club (Seahorse room) - Wednesday March 25, 5.30-6.30pm
The 1-hour session will cover what to expect when your child starts school
and how to make it a smooth enjoyable transition for both children and
families.
Guest speakers will include Naomi Blunden, Transition to School
Development Officer, Occupational Therapist Carly Tunnecliffe from Noah's
Inclusion Services and Claire Price from South Coast Speech Pathology. 
Families can also collect their free transition to school kit, packed full of
resources and activities that encourage children to learn as they play.
To learn more and save your spot, please see the Be ready starting school
2027 information session event page on Council’s website. Bookings are
essential so don’t miss out.
Eurobodalla families with children under school age (0-5 years) can also
access Council’s free 3Bs playgroup program. Delivered by professional
educators, the program helps kids engage in unstructured play, art and
crafts.
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Starting school on the front foot

Families heard from childhood education experts at last year's transition to school event.

An electrical storm wreaked havoc at Brou waste
management facility on Saturday 7 March, with a
lightning strike taking the weighbridge offline.
Eurobodalla Council’s waste services manager
Nathan Ladmore said a staff member at the site felt
the impact when the strike hit at about 4pm. 
“He felt a bit of a zing and thankfully he’s fine,” Mr
Ladmore said.
“The weighbridge on the other hand copped a
frazzling and we’re working on getting it fixed as
quick as we can.” 
In the meantime, all loads requiring a weigh in are
being diverted to the Surf Beach waste facility. 
“We know it’s a fair drive, so if you can, hang onto
your waste until the weighbridge is repaired,” Mr
Ladmore said. 
“We appreciate everyone’s patience and will let you
know once things are sorted.”
Mr Ladmore said some smaller or standard loads are
still being accepted at Brou. 
“We had to go a bit old school and write out manual
dockets while the system was down, but we’re now
able to process some transactions again,” he said.
For updates and more information, visit Council’s
website or call the waste team on 4474 1024.

Lightning strike takes
out Brou weighbridge 

https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/be-ready-starting-school-2027-information-session-moruya
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/be-ready-starting-school-2027-information-session-moruya
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/community/community-and-family-services/childrens-services/3Bs-Playgroups
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Many of Eurobodalla’s villages rely on a single road in and out.
Potato Point is one of them, and when those south coast lows
brought heavy rain the old flood-prone culvert at Borang
Creek went under, stranding residents.  Not anymore.
Today traffic has begun flowing across a brand-new bridge
that sits about two metres higher than the old crossing.
Eurobodalla Council’s major projects manager Phil Oste says
lifting the road not only reduces the chance of Potato Point’s
residents being flooded in – or out – but lessens
environmental impact on the creek. 
“That also makes the road more dependable for emergency
services, school busses and helps us keep the Bodalla Sewage
Treatment Plant operating during extreme weather,” Mr Oste
says.
Although the bridge is open, temporary lights are in place for
alternating traffic flow as work continues on the adjacent
section of Potato Point Road in the 100-kilometre zone toward
Bodalla.
The Borang Creek Bridge project is supported by a $997,500
grant from the Australian Government’s Disaster Ready Fund
and Council funds. Find more information on Council’s Borang
Creek bridge project webpage.

New bridge keeping village open is no small potatoes

The NSW Government has announced a new $50 million fund
that will deliver regional community connection and build up
creative, industry and sporting events that boost economic
development and enhance the lifestyle of regional families,
workers and businesses.
Across NSW, families are choosing regional living for jobs,
lifestyle and community connection. With this initiative the
Minns Government is strengthening local facilities, activities
and social programs that will increase social participation and
economic success.
The $50 million Active Regional Communities Package will fund
projects of all sizes that are smart and practical, plus embrace
the uniqueness of regional communities, and embed resilience.
The Minns Government’s new package delivers support
through three funding streams for non-profit local community
groups, local councils and cultural or sporting organisations to
deliver events, programs and activities that deliver lasting
benefits.
The three funding streams cover the following funding levels
and project types:

1.$15 million for Regional Events and Partnerships - Grants up
to $2 million to support regional communities attract or
develop new events across industry, sport, culture, or music;
boost economic impact of existing events; improve
accessibility with upgraded infrastructure. Applications
open on 16 March 2026.

The bridge over Borang Creek is open but traffic lights guiding alternating one-way
traffic flow remain while work continues on Potato Point Road between the new
bridge and Bodalla. 

$50 million for building thriving regional communities 
   2.$25 million for Community Participation - Grants of up to
$1 million to improve access to local activities and regional
connection. For example, upgrading sports grounds to
competition standard; expanding cultural and community
facilities; safe transport and/or staffing to expand participation
in group activity and engage across a region. Applications
open on 23 March 2026.
    3.$10 million dollars for Local Priorities - Grants of up to
$100,000 to help community organisations boost well-being
and social or economic participation. Funding could upgrade
safety and equipment; hire skilled staff to tutor, referee or
supervise; increase the frequency and range of activities;
support and establish groups that support community
connection and resilience. Applications open on 13 April 2026.

This funding initiative complements the work underway by the
Minns Government to boost essential services in regional
NSW by abolishing the unfair wages cap, increasing pay rates
and facilitating relocation for 2,700 essential workers to
regional towns via The Welcome Experience program.
For information go to:
www.nsw.gov.au/regionaldevelopmenttrust

https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/council/major-projects/infrastructure/borang-creek-bridge/_nocache
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/council/major-projects/infrastructure/borang-creek-bridge/_nocache
http://www.nsw.gov.au/regionaldevelopmenttrust
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Johanna Weaver - Congo Road 
I make this presentation in the public interest
in my capacity as the public officer of the
Congo Community Association (the CCA) and
our members. 
At the public access presentation in February,
Mayor Hatcher, you undertook to provide an
update to the community, & public by the end
of the month. This has not occurred. 
We are grateful that a meeting has been
scheduled with the CCA, but a private
meeting does not replace the need for a
transparent update on the public record. 
It has now been 
• 19 months since the court judgment, 
• 55 months - or 4 and a ½ years - since the
track in use was closed, and 
• 313 months – or 26 years - since Council
approved a resolution to formalise Congo
Road (including with respect to lot 197 Congo
road). 
Activity at the site 
Activity is happening at the site. The CCA
wrote to Council on 28 January 2026,
followed up on 10 February, asking for clarity
about the works on the site. We have not had
a reply. 
Photos of the works are attached. One
interpretation is that the area has being
survey and preparations for a road are being
made. 
However, with zero communication from
Council to the community, or the public, many
are understandably concerned that the
activities may have another purpose. 
So, my question to Mayor, and to each
councillor: 
• Are you aware of the activities on the site? 
• And are you confident that the activities
comply with the DA, or are otherwise are
authorised by council? 
I remain optimistic. I am hopefully that the
landowner is preparing the ground to
facilitate a land swap & reopen the road.
Something the community would welcome
and applaud. 
But, if that is the case, why the secrecy from
Council? Why is this progress – which we
would all celebrate - not being communicated
to the public? 
Council’s obligations 
I have heard it said that Council has no
obligation to provide the public with access to
crown/paper road. I am not going to go into
this in detail today, as I hope that we are close
to making a breakthrough. However, I think it
is important to address this at a high-level, so
that Councillors are aware that the CCA does
not accept this position. 
In various communications to CCA, Council
has said that it cannot provide public access
to the crown road reserve because of
‘obvious hazards’ on the road reserve. We
accept that hazards exist. However, as you
know, Council has obligation to monitor the
site. Had Council met that monitoring
obligation, the hazards you now rely upon to
justify exclusion would not exist.   >

Presentations at Public Forum
10 March 2026 

Public Forum Presenters :Johanna Weaver, Frank Ross, Brett Stephenson and Stephanie Chui.

Any independent arbiter would
take this into account when
consideration council’s obligations
to reopen the road. 
Beyond this, Council has a duty to
take all reasonable steps to avoid
creating an unacceptable bushfire
evacuation risk. Permanently
closing Congo Road, which
provides alternative access for the
community, would do precisely
that. This is not a trivial concern - it
goes directly to the safety of
residents in a bushfire-prone area.
And goes against the
recommendations of the Black
Summer Bushfire Royal
Commission. 
Council also has an obligation to
honour the many representations
it has made to this community over
many decades regarding the
formalisation of Congo Road
North. Those representations
made over decades, have been
made publicly, and have been
genuinely and reasonably relied
upon by Congo landowners. That
reliance is also relevant to any
assessment of Council's
obligations. 
So, while, as a matter of general
principle, it may be true that
Council does not have an
obligation to provide access to
crown roads – any obligation must
be considered in context. And,
because of the reasons I have
given, and many others, in the
case of Congo Road, Council does
have a clear obligation to provide
public access. 
Next steps 
Mayor Hatcher, Councillors, I am
generally perplexed as to what is
going on. The Landowner has
made an offer of a land swap. The
community is supportive of this.
We seem to have a solution on the
table. Why is Council not acting to
make this a reality? Please let’s
work together to reopen Congo
road.

Steph Chiu ~ Batemans Bay Masterplan -
Probity Report 
My name is Steph Chiu and today I am
speaking to you as a local Architect on the
Batemans Bay Masterplan - Probity Report,
bringing to you motion recommendations in
response to the Probity Report. These motion
recommendations have been synthesised in
consultation with another local who is an
Architect, Urban Designer, Consultant to
Regional and Urban Councils on planning like
the Batemans Bay Master plan. 
The Probity Review gives us an opportunity to
pause and reflect on how we move forward
with planning for Batemans Bay. 
Importantly, the report does not question the
aspirations we all share for the town. Everyone
in this chamber wants Batemans Bay to thrive,
to provide housing for our community, and to
grow in a way that protects the qualities that
make this place special. 
What the report does highlight, however, is
that the planning process to date has not
followed the normal sequence that is
expected in NSW planning. In particular, it
notes gaps in governance, the expansion of
the project scope without formal direction,
and the absence of some of the technical and
demographic studies that should normally
inform a masterplan. 
That is not about criticism or blame — we are
where we are. My main concern, and that of
council should be to recognise that
attempting to simply patch up the existing
process would risk repeating the same
problem. 
A more constructive approach is to take this
opportunity to re-establish the proper
planning sequence: starting with the strategic
evidence for the whole local government
area, and then moving to place-based
planning for Batemans Bay and other centres. 
The motion before us simply asks that we
acknowledge the findings of the review and
ask staff to come back with a clear program
for doing that work properly. 
That approach will give councillors, the
community and investors greater confidence
that the future planning of Batemans Bay is
grounded in good evidence, good process,
and a shared vision for the town. 
                                                               >>>>>
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Presentations at Public Forum 10 March 2026 
>>>   Steph Chiu Presentation ~ 
The motion recommendations are that
Council: 
1. Notes the Probity Review of the Batemans
Bay Masterplan (February 2026) and in
particular its findings that: 
a. the inception and governance of the master
planning process were informal and not
supported by a clearly documented Council
direction;  
b. the scope of the project expanded from a
CBD masterplan to a broader Batemans Bay
masterplan without formal Council approval or
documented rationale; 
c. the evidence base for the draft masterplan
is incomplete, including the absence or
inadequate consideration of: 
• population and dwelling projections 
• infrastructure capacity (water, sewer, energy,
communications) 
• geotechnical constraints 
• climate change, coastal erosion and flood
risk 
• environmental constraints including
biodiversity;  
d. the proposed building heights and density
settings were not adequately supported by the
necessary technical studies;  
e. documentation of community engagement
undertaken during preparation of the draft
masterplan was not available to the review;
and 
 f. governance arrangements relating to
Council’s dual role as planning authority and
landowner required clarification. 
2. Notes that the Probity Review identifies
fundamental deficiencies in the planning
process undertaken to date, and that these
deficiencies mean the draft Batemans Bay
Masterplan cannot presently be relied upon as
the basis for strategic planning or statutory
planning amendments. 
3. Recognises that strategic planning in NSW is
intended to follow a structured sequence,
including: 
• Community Strategic Plan 
• Local Strategic Planning Statement 
• Housing and settlement strategies 
• supporting technical studies and evidence 
• place-based master planning 
• and subsequent LEP and DCP amendments. 
                                                              >>>>>

4. Resolves that the future planning of Batemans Bay
should proceed in accordance with this established
planning framework, beginning with a strengthened
strategic evidence base for the whole Eurobodalla
local government area. 
5. Requests that Council staff prepare a revised
Housing and Settlement Strategy for the entire
Eurobodalla LGA, including: 
a. robust demographic and population projections;  
b. realistic housing demand analysis;  
c. identification of housing needs for different
community groups including seniors, key workers,
tourists and seasonal residents, low-income
households, people experiencing homelessness, and
general residents;  
d. consideration of the different housing needs and
settlement patterns across towns and villages within
the LGA. 
6. Requests that the strategic evidence base include
updated technical assessments relevant to future
settlement and urban development, including where
required: 
• infrastructure capacity and servicing • transport and
accessibility • flood risk and coastal hazards •
bushfire risk • climate change adaptation •
biodiversity and environmental constraints •
geotechnical conditions. 
7. Resolves that future master planning for Batemans
Bay and other towns should occur only after the
completion of the above strategic work, and should
then proceed as place-based planning processes
that include structured and transparent community
engagement. 
8. Requests that Council staff report back to Council
with: 
a. a proposed program and timetable for undertaking
the strategic planning work outlined above;  
b. indicative budgets and resourcing requirements;  
c. advice on how this work can align with the next
review cycle of the Community Strategic Plan and
associated Integrated Planning and Reporting
documents. 
9. Requests that Council staff provide advice on the
status of any State Government funding provided for
planning work relating to Batemans Bay, including: 
• funds received and expended; 
• whether the current program satisfies the
conditions of that funding; 
• and any implications for Council should the
planning program need to be revised. 
10. Requests that Council staff provide regular
progress updates to Council on the above work.

Dr Brett Stevenson on behalf of
ABE ~ Batemans Bay
Masterplan - Probity Report 
Good morning, Thank you for the
opportunity to address Council. I
am presenting as Co-convenor of
A Better Eurobodalla (ABE), a
community forum working to
achieve open, accountable and
responsive government in
Eurobodalla. 
My focus today is on PER26/003,
the Batemans Bay Master Plan
Probity Report. ABE, along with
many other concerned members
of the community, has taken a
sustained interest in the draft
Batemans Bay Master Plan
(BBMP), and have identified a
variety of serious deficiencies in
the plan. These include significant
flooding, erosion and sea level rise
hazards associated with Batemans
Bay, as outlined in ABE's
presentation to Councillors on the
14th October 2025 (copy
attached). Taken as a whole, the
deficiencies in the BBMP pose
significant long term financial,
environmental, social and
planning risks for Eurobodalla
residents, ratepayers and visitors. 
In view of these widely expressed
community concerns with the
draft BBMP, ABE and other
community members commend
the recent action by senior
Council Management to promptly
release the probity review for
public consideration. This
welcome move builds on
Council's recent release of all
BBMP submissions for public
scrutiny. Both of these steps are
encouraging measures of
transparency, which help to boost
community confidence that
significant governance problems
are being seriously addressed and
that a new course is being set for
Eurobodalla Shire Council. 

                         >>>>>
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Frank Ross on behalf of South Coast Health and
Sustainability Alliance (SHASA) 
We commend the General Manager Mark Ferguson for
commissioning the Probity Report. We commend also
Councillor Mayne for initiating the Probity Report
process through a Question on Notice, the Councillors
that supported him; and Councillor Pollock, also
through a Question on Notice, for obtaining information
on how the previous General Manager, without due
consultation, instructed consultants developing
housing policy options for Bateman’s Bay to prioritise
high rise apartment blocks on the foreshore – which
became a fundamental component of the Masterplan. 
The agenda paper’s Recommendation (p.1) is, "That
Council endorse the Probity Report and that future
work on the BB Masterplan be guided by the findings
and recommendations..." ; and under Considerations
(also p. 1) it states "the key finding was around project
governance to ensure the objectives and goals of the
project are well understood by all stakeholders".... .”
Unfortunately, a basic check of the Probity Report
shows that the issues with the draft Masterplan are
much more numerous and complex than “governance”;
and reveals that it fundamentally questions the validity
of the processes and evidence that led to the
development and content in the current draft
Masterplan.  ...
The conclusion on page 14, contains 5 findings which
state that the draft Masterplan, in summary has not: 
·taken into account the associated geotechnical,
environment and climate risks for its proposed height
increase of buildings; 

considered any future limitations on current
infrastructure; 
considered the impact of climate change and
coastal erosion; and
not elaborated on or explained variances between
expert studies and recommended settings in the
plan.

.... As stated in the previous section, there are serious
time and resource implications for Council in
addressing the Recommendations from the Centium
Report and associated issues. In this context it may be
more prudent for Councillors to selectively address
priority issues while referring the Masterplan review to a
consultant when there are resources available. This will
enable Council to address priority issues for the
community such as housing and related environmental
policy. There is clear evidence that this is the preferred
option for the community; and that there are significant
opportunities to address issues through medium
density and other developments in appropriate
locations.  
Given the complexity of planning and resources issues
to be addressed, it is recommended that Councillors
move forward by:
·propose a motion for addressing priority issues such as
housing and environmental policy relating to it: 
·listing other priorities in sequence as they see fit; and 
·with a review process built in to update all of the above
on a scheduled basis they consider to be appropriate. 

>>>>   Dr Brett Stevenson on behalf
of ABE    continued 
ABE also welcomes Eurobodalla GM
Mark Ferguson's recent appointment to
the NSW Government's Local
Government Expert Advisory Panel, and
extends congratulations on his
appointment to this new group. The
panel will provide technical and
practical advice on the implementation
of reforms aimed at maintaining
council's independence while ensuring
their long term financial sustainability.
ABE notes that the 24 page
independent consultant’s probity report
strongly validates community concerns
regarding serious governance
deficiencies with the draft BBMP, .....

This is a damning catalogue of failures
embedded in the Masterplan, and these
deficiencies mean the Masterplan
cannot be relied upon as an adequate
basis for strategic planning or statutory
planning amendments. The current
Masterplan process needs to be
curtailed, in order to provide an
opportunity for Council to undertake a
reset and compile strategic evidence for
the whole Eurobodalla LGA, consistent
with NSW strategic planning practice,
which proceeds through an established
sequence of strategic policy, followed
by evidence-based studies, and then
place based master planning for major
centres. This approach would also allow
Council to more effectively respond to
the Regional Housing Strategic Planning
Fund grant secured in 2025, as well as
expedite progress on the Eurobodalla
Housing Strategy. 
One puzzling aspect of the Probity
Report is the anomaly that after defining
the key criteria used for "probity" on
page 5 (i.e. Fairness − Impartiality −
Accountability − Transparency − Value
for money), none of these are
mentioned again in the report, with the
notable exception of transparency. It
seems odd to specify key "probity"
criteria and then ignore them
throughout a report. This suggests that
a more accurate description of the
review may be a "redacted and abridged
probity report", rather than just a
"redacted probity report".

 ABE also notes that the probity report
fails to provide answers to the
unanswered questions posed in
Councillor Mayne's original
QoN25/001 in May 2025, which led to
the Probity Report being
commissioned. This is at odds with
Council agenda papers for the May
2025 meeting, which state that "Clr
Mayne’s remaining questions will be
addressed by the probity review." This
undertaking has not been delivered,
and the community is still in the dark
where the projected 8,000 additional
dwellings for Batemans Bay are going
to be found. 
It is also notable that the probity
report finds that Council's "Conflict of
interest/Conflict of Role" issue relating
to the old Bowling Club site has been
completely resolved by simply
excising the site from the Masterplan
process. The report is completely
incurious how the site became a key
element of the Masterplan process for
over 3 years without this fundamental
issue being meaningfully addressed.
The Council needs to put clear
governance measures in place to
ensure that these circumstances
cannot be repeated in the future, at
further great expense to Eurobodalla
residents and ratepayers. 
In light of the report's findings, ABE
does not support the motion currently
before Councillors to endorse the
probity report, and then conduct
further work to finalise the BBMP. ABE
considers that Councillors should
note the serious governance failures
outlined in the probity report, and
cease further activities on the BBMP
in order to undertake a strategic
review of planning priorities,
information and evidence across the
Eurobodalla. This review should have
a particular focus on housing issues,
consistent with current key
community needs and in alignment
with the Eurobodalla Local Strategic
Planning Statement. 
Thank you for your attention.
(Full presentations will be available at
the website. )
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By John Longhurst
It was a sold-out celebration as 200 women gathered at the
Bay Pavilions last Saturday to celebrate International
Women’s Day.
It was a gala event meticulously organised by the My Agent
Team at Batemans Bay.
Guests were treated to champagne and canapes on arrival.
The doors opened to the auditorium and the ladies were
greeted by a powerful pop-up women’s choir bringing
together voices from across the Eurobodalla —formed
especially for International Women’s Day 2026
“In just a handful of rehearsals, these women created
something extraordinary — not just music, but a statement of
strength, solidarity and shared story.”
The caterersfor the evening were Rabbit and Co.
Entrees included Smoked Duck salad with shevre pear, rocket
and candied walnuts or Crispy pork belly with fennel, orange,
and sage salad.
Superbly prepared mains were organic roast chicken, celeriac
puree, truffled peas, and crispy prosciutto or beef eye fillet
with soft polenta, garlic confit, and radicchio.
A supper was also served at 9.30pm, of maple glazed super
ham with fresh rolls, aged cheddar, pickles, mustard, and
home-made relishes.
Managing Director of My Agent Team, Christine Ewin, was the
MC for the evening and gave a well-researched Welcome
Speech that explored the harsh reality many women endure.
Christine said “This year the theme is Balance the Scales,
focuses on systemic discrimination, reducing gender-based
violence, and ensuring women are safe, heard, and free to
shape their own lives. DID you know? Globally, 3.9 billion
women and girls live in countries with at least one law
restricting their economic opportunities and access to
justice. Across Australia, conviction rates for sexual assault
cases remain persistently low - with the latest NSW figures
revealing just 11% convictions on rate underscoring the
immense gap between legal protections and real outcomes
for survivors.
First Nations women are 34 times more likely to be
hospitalised due to family violence than non-Indigenous
women in Australia 1 in 3 women worldwide experience
physical or sexual violence in their life me, yet most will never
seek formal help or justice. If you take a moment to think that
3 women at every table tonight have been physically or
sexually assaulted and most likely still carry the shame and
have never spoken about it. Not even with their closest
friends. Part of celebrating International Women’s Day is to
have important conversations; to promote a voice between
women.”

International Women’s Day Celebrated at Bay Pavilions

Guest speaker for the evening was Lisa Curry a triple Olympian
swimmer, mother-of-three, grandmother-to-three, wellness
entrepreneur and author based on Queensland’s Sunshine
Coast.
“Lisa had the audience laughing and crying. She had a huge
impact on the crowd, and the feedback has been incredible”
said Christine
Raffles followed, vouchers, weekends away and even a trip to
Hayman island up for grabs.
Book Signings, then the crowd had an opportunity to kick up
their heels to music supplied by South Coast DJ’s
2026 is the sixth International Women’s Day Celebration
organised by the My Agent Team and is now a key feature on the
Eurobodalla social calendar.
If you want to attend next year then join the Facebook group
MAT International Women’s Day Events

Lisa Currie with Christine Ewin and Gemma Green from the My Agent Team.                                                                               The (Her)mony Pop-up Choir performing. 
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By Alison Worthington 
The IWD 2026 event in Moruya was put
together by a small committee of women
working in the Community Services sector
with an aim to provide a place to celebrate the
day in Moruya, to raise awareness of local
services for women and children, and to raise
funds for the critical work done by South East
Women and Children’s Services (SEWACS).
A big thanks to all the service providers who
attended: Campbell Page, Tresillian, Grand
Pacific Health, and SEWACS.
We were honoured to have Ngarigo, Monaro
Walbunja woman Iris White provide a beautiful
Welcome to Country, along with Brinja-yuin
woman Trish Ellis bringing us all in with a
smoking ceremony. Thanks to Iris and Trish.
Moruya CWA made a donation of cakes and
baked goods which were sold with all funds
going to SEWACS.
Hayley from Coastal Chef and Rosalind from
Coffeedriven2u were there bringing the
sustenance to balance out the cakes.
A great selection of women-owned
businesses supported the event, with many
donating proceeds from their sales on the day
to SEWACS – thanks to Maria at Plenished,
Narelle at Madden Style, Wendy at Leaf
Lichen, Emily Boyd jewellery and Danielle from
Fitness4Life. It was a great bonus to have
Josie Smith bring her artwork and her memoir
Debris, also donating proceeds of books sales
at the event to SEWACS.

2026 Bega Local Woman of the Year honoured
Dr Michael Holland MP - Member for Bega reports: “It was my great pleasure to
recognise Helen Slater of Bega as my 2026 Local Woman of the Year, honouring
her decades of quiet, tireless service to our community.
For more than 20 years, Helen has served as President of the Hillgrove House
Auxiliary, dedicating countless hours to catering for funerals and community
events while raising vital funds to support residents. Thanks to these efforts, the
Auxiliary has recently been able to purchase a new bus to assist with resident
transport.
Over the years Helen has also supported numerous community organisations
including the Annual Bega Show, Pony Club, Showjumping and Athletics.
Helen was also there during the bushfires, helping feed evacuees who took
shelter at the Bega Showground.
An avid gardener, Helen generously supplies flowers and foliage used in ANZAC
Day wreaths, supporting another important community fundraiser.
Helen exemplifies the quiet, steady service that holds regional communities
together. I was proud to present her award at the NSW Women of the Year Awards
in Sydney as part of NSW Women’s Week 2026.”

International Women’s Day at Riverside Park Moruya

The (Her)mony Choir performing. 
        Thanks to Steph from Eurobodalla
Community Support Network (ECSN) for
bringing an inspiring and powerful
question: What would a Eurobodalla that
supports women’s flourishing look and feel
like? People were invited to share their
response on post it notes, and this will be
fed back to the community through the
ECSN.

For anyone seeking the calm and
relaxation of yoga in the shade, Lulu
Henley offered a free mini-yoga session. 
Eurobodalla Shire Council and
roundsquared NDIS provider were
generous in their support for our event
and helping with the venue and key
pieces like shade gazebos and chairs and
tables to keep us off the rain-soaked
ground!
Many people left with creative patches
given by Shan Leard, who shared her
screen-printed pieces with IWD-themed
messages like: Balance the Scales.
 Through all this we were entertained by
great talents in song, dance and poetry!
Thanks to (Her)mony Choir, a pop-up
women’s choir who came together in song
and solidarity over the last 6 weeks to
bring song to IWD 2026 events AND raised
$3000 for SEWACS! Who could resist
joining in for the rousing anthem of I am
woman?

     Next up the boots and hats were on
for the dance performance by the
women from Bayliners Line Dancing
and got more of us joining in barefoot
on the grass.
The Open Mic Poetry was a captivating
success. Thanks to our MC Gabrielle for
inspiring the poets to get on the list and
for wrapping it all up with her brilliant
Fire Belly Feminism.

    Thanks to all who had a go on the
mic: Krishna, Alice, Deb, Ursula (Nick),
Pamela, Liz, Kayla, Paddy, Janett, Sue
Blue (read by Gabe), Ali and Kylie!
        Have a look through the Moruya
Mail/ on your socials to see where other
community poetry events are coming
up in Tathra and Bodalla and the
upcoming poetry workshop on 28
March at Moruya Library.

th

        SEWACS have told us that the
amount raised yesterday is $440 and
rising as more donations come through
by direct deposit over coming days.
A heartfelt thanks to all who joined in on
creating a safe space to come together
as women and allies on this big day in
our calendar.
With love from the organising crew.

https://www.facebook.com/DrMichaelHollandMP?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZCfV1J_dYYxiweUTO9WlA0dpXZHWuPZNK1J-oIRSSFYiIVmYMwZqqDeMt0OOaJvMA4HD-oFt6OIaei2tc7F-41ZSxRmuNUw9DSr3EHq8pKms3BiabHQRIBTMF0EL_kwG7NLOwSgJt372-G0HfpJvdTrm78jt_e3Dx_DjzCzTeVihckQDo4zRBngcl4OqQkip8&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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Bella, the publican, rubbed her chin as she stared at the four mobile
phones laid out in front of her like four lifeless electronic bodies.

“You blokes are making a habit of this. I am not a mobile phone repair
shop. Why don’t you go and do the technology course on offer at the
Bay Pavilions. It’s free and designed for people like yourselves.”

Bazza took a sip of his schooner and half smiled.

“But you are really good at it, Bella. I mean you have grown up with all
this technology. The closest thing we had to a mobile phone back in the
day was a phone box.”

Bella sighed as she picked up the first phone.

“Yeah sure, Bazza, flattery will get you nowhere. I bet you did not spend
an inordinate amount of time showing your grandparents how to work it.
Anyhow … Tom, what’s your problem?”

Timeless Tom rubbed his chin.

“I keep forgetting the pin, Bella and it locks me out. I have written the pin
on the back of the phone but I am not sure it is a good solution.”

Bella shook her head.

“There is no point in having a pin if it is written on the phone, Tom. Let
me set up facial recognition.”

Tom stared into his phone as Bella worked on his phone settings

Mick leaned in.

“I am not sure if that is going to work in Tom’s case, Bella. If the phone
has got to recognise Tom’s face each time, it will take a long time to
activate.”

All eyes on Mick.

“I am just saying there are a lot of lines on Tom’s face for the phone to
remember.”

A scowl from Tom and chuckles all round as Bella picked up the next
phone.

“So … Mick, the memory on your phone is full. Do you mind if I open your
camera?”

Mick nodded and Bella scrolled and burst out laughing.

‘It is full of selfies, Mick. It like a movie of Mick. There is
Mick in the garden, Mick eating a carrot, Mick riding a
horse, Mick at the pub, Mick fishing, it’s all Mick, Mick and
Mick. I cannot see any great value in most of them. Go
delete, delete and delete.”

The other two phones were infected with viruses and
Bella deleted apps that were of no use but harbouring
them.

Bella eyeballed the four older gents.

“There is actually a term for this kind of behaviour. It is
called weaponised incompetence*. It is throwing your
hands in the air and getting someone else to do it even
though they are capable of learning the skills required. At
its worst it can be summarised as ‘being asked to do
something once, do it poorly and never be asked to do it
again’. I actually read a good example of it the other day
when a former Premier of NSW admitted he did not know
how to use a washing machine**. Apparently, he was not
the practical one in the marriage.”

Know All Ron cleared his throat.

“Well, it can be a sharing of duties in a relationship that
works for both people, Bella. I mow the lawns because my
wife does not know how to use the mower. I top up the oil
in her car even though the cap is labelled ‘oil’ and the
indicator light is prominent on the dashboard.”

Mick leaned in and beamed.

“It works only sometimes, Ron … the other night my wife
refused to believe I could not wipe the benches down
because I did not know how to use a dish cloth.”

*https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/weaponise
d-incompetence-is-rife-at-work-here-s-how-to-shut-it-
down-20260226-p5o5qf.html 

**https://www.smh.com.au/culture/books/bob-carr-on-
marriage-grief-and-finally-learning-how-to-do-a-load-
of-laundry-20260217-p5o2xz.html 

Have a beer with Bazza at john.longhurst59@gmail.com 

https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/weaponised-incompetence-is-rife-at-work-here-s-how-to-shut-it-down-20260226-p5o5qf.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/weaponised-incompetence-is-rife-at-work-here-s-how-to-shut-it-down-20260226-p5o5qf.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/weaponised-incompetence-is-rife-at-work-here-s-how-to-shut-it-down-20260226-p5o5qf.html
https://www.smh.com.au/culture/books/bob-carr-on-marriage-grief-and-finally-learning-how-to-do-a-load-of-laundry-20260217-p5o2xz.html
https://www.smh.com.au/culture/books/bob-carr-on-marriage-grief-and-finally-learning-how-to-do-a-load-of-laundry-20260217-p5o2xz.html
https://www.smh.com.au/culture/books/bob-carr-on-marriage-grief-and-finally-learning-how-to-do-a-load-of-laundry-20260217-p5o2xz.html
mailto:john.longhurst59@gmail.com
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By John Longhurst 
The Blue Heron Cafe in Moruya would easily compete with established
Vietnamese eateries in Marrickville or Cabramatta.
Phong and Kim To took over the Blue Heron Cafe 4 years ago and have
built up a loyal clientele, not only amongst fans of Vietnamese food but
more traditional Australian fare as well.
The Blue Heron Big Breakfast at $18.00 is one of the best priced in the
Eurobodalla Shire and with grilled bacon, fried eggs, sausage, bake
beans, hash brown, mushrooms, cooked tomato and onion, a slice of
toast and a mixed salad is guaranteed to satisfy the hungriest customer. 
The Vietnamese Omelette is also recommended for those seeking
something a little different to start the day.
All the other favourites from Eggs Benedict through to pan cakes cater
for the traditionalist.
The standout dish is the pho. On Mondays and Tuesdays it is Pho Ga - a
chicken noodle soup, on Wednesdays and Thursdays it is Pho Bo - a
beef noodle soup and Friday and Saturdays it is an egg noodle soup
with chicken or seafood.
Kim To is responsible for cooking the broth that is the base for the pho.
Following her mother’s recipe from Vietnam, it is simmered for over 12
hours and has a depth of flavour as a base for the fresh ingredients that
are added. Fresh sprouts, basil and mint are welcome touches.
The rice paper rolls and the Bahn Mi (with warmed rolls) also deserve a
special mention. They are made to order and the wait is worthwhile.
For those after an extended dining experience there is an full
Vietnamese menu with rice and noodle dishes that are ideal for sharing
between family or friends. They are also perfect takeaways for an evening
off home kitchen duties.
Hours: Monday to Friday 8am-2.30pm
Saturday 8am-2pm
Sunday closed
Address: 4/28 Ford St, Moruya NSW 2537   Phone: (02) 4474 3025

Quality Vietnamese Food Pho Sure

Phong and Kim To at the Blue Heron Cafe

A Blue Heron Bahn Mi with warmed roll. 

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&hs=1779&sca_esv=e44a3b63b1b18493&hl=en-au&q=blue+heron+cafe+address&ludocid=4458951563007955907&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwja9v7UioiTAxVDsVYBHRbXFDwQ6BN6BAguEAI
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Over the past decade, chia seeds have gone from an
unfamiliar novelty to an everyday essential in Australian
kitchens and this isn’t just another passing health fad. These
tiny seeds may be small, but their nutritional power and
history give them some seriously impressive credentials.
Chia seeds trace back to South America, where they were
treasured by the Aztecs and Mayans as a powerful source of
strength and endurance. So while we casually scatter them
over smoothie bowls today, these tiny seeds were once
sustaining warriors and entire civilisations long before social
media ever made them trendy.
Chia seeds are packed with protein, fibre, vitamins, minerals,
essential fatty acids and antioxidants. One of their standout
features? Omega-3 fats. Just a 15-gram serve (about a
tablespoon) gives you around 3 grams of omega-3s, making
chia one of the rare rich vegetarian sources of these essential
fats. Omega-3s support heart health, joints, brain function and
eye health basically your body’s VIP maintenance crew. They
also contain omega-6 fats, which are particularly helpful for
healthy skin.
Then there’s the fibre factor. A 15-gram serve delivers about
5.2 grams of fibre, a mix of soluble and insoluble. Soluble
fibre helps support healthy cholesterol and stable blood sugar
levels, while insoluble fibre keeps your digestion moving
along nicely. 
Protein-wise, chia punches above its weight too. Unlike many
plant sources, it contains all eight essential amino acids. For a
vegetarian option, that’s pretty impressive.
The best part? They’re ridiculously easy to use. Add about a
tablespoon a day to smoothies, juice, muesli, porridge,
baking, bread or yoghurt. The list is endless. When soaked,
they form a gel-like consistency, which means they can even
thicken jams or act as a natural setting agent. 
Because they swell when mixed with liquid, they can also
help you feel fuller for longer which is why many people add
them to protein shakes during a weight loss program. Having
them in water, juice or a smoothie first thing in the morning
can also gently kick-start digestion and support regular bowel
movements.
All in all, chia seeds are a simple, affordable way to boost
your daily nutrition. 
For more information about chia seeds, drop into Go Vita,
Your Health Shop at 5 North Street, Batemans Bay. You can
also call us on (02) 4472 9737 or visit us online at
www.govitabatemansbay.com.au. Don’t miss our weekly
segment on 2EC radio, where Marianne and myself about
health and wellness with Kimmi Saker every Wednesday after
12.30pm.

Yours in Health,
Sofia Keady
Nutritionist- Go Vita Batemans Bay

SAGE Food & Knowledge Share ~ 15 March

The SAGE Food & Knowledge Share will be hosting Carolyn
and Erik Suggate this coming Sunday. They recently moved
from a 100 acre farm in NE Victoria to a 1000sq meter property
by the sea in Moruya. Their decision to move here was greatly
influenced by the SAGE community, the climate and access to
local food. Carolyn founded ORICoop
(https://organicinvestmentcooperative.com.au/) a national
organic producers cooperative in 2017. Its purpose is to
connect organic growers, advocate for better outcomes
around organic standards, and increase market opportunities
for organic growers. Erik is an arborist.
Carolyn and Erik look forward to meeting more members of the
local community and will share about their journey in food,
including growing, wild harvested, preserving/drying and
fishing. Local food security, resiliency and seasonal eating is
their passion.
The SAGE Food & Knowledge Share is held every Sunday 10
am at Riverside Park in Moruya February through end of April
alongside the Nourished Sovereign coffee van. Please bring a
blanket or camp chair for your comfort. If it is raining we will
move undercover to SAGE Garden at 110 Queen St in Moruya.
Everyone is welcome, and you do not need to bring anything.
People who can bring items to share can contribute
vegetables, fruits, eggs, seedlings/seeds, cookbooks, gardening
books, tools, preserves and plants. 

http://www.govitabatemansbay.com.au/
https://organicinvestmentcooperative.com.au/
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Every comfort has been provided by Mr. McWilliam for
campers at Tuross during the Easter holidays; the ideal
resort for fishermen. There is a store where all supplies can
be procured and fresh water is obtainable at Tuross House.
Nothing worse in any town in N. S. Wales could be found
than the state in which our own main streets and footpaths
are, yet no attempt is being made to remedy the evil. Ill-
kept streets, broken gates, dilapidated houses and fallen
fences are giving Moruya – the town of vast possibilities –
an unenviable reputation.
The death of Mr. James Donovan occurred at the local
hospital on Monday morning. Deceased, who was born in
Bateman’s Bay 72 years ago, had suffered from heart
affection for some time. He was for many years one of the
district’s biggest road contractors. He acquired a nice little
home at Mullenderree where he resided until his family was
reared. His wife, who was formerly Miss Bridget Cannon, of
Mynora, predeceased him by about 17 years. He leaves four
daughters, Mrs. G. Crandle (Moruya), Mrs. J. Magner and
Mrs. Cooper (Auburn), Miss Ree (Mynora), and two sons,
Desmond and Kenneth, to mourn their loss. The body was
removed to the Sacred Heart Church where Mass was
celebrated for the repose of his soul. The funeral, which
was largely attended, took place on Tuesday, the remains
being interred in the local cemetery. The Rev. Father
McCormack officiated at the graveside.
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Extracted from the Moruya Examiner by the Moruya and District Historical Society Inc.

If you are interested in history why not join us and become a volunteer at the Museum or our

library. Check us out at https://www.mdhs.org.au

The first carnival of the Swimming Club [Moruya]
took place on Saturday last and was very successful.
Results: 50 yds Boy’s Intermediate Championship –
W. Siddall 1, J. Burke 2; 50 yds Boy’s and Girl’s
Intermediate Championship – W. Siddall 1, Sylvia Luck
2; Duck Race – A. Lye 1, A. Bagnall 2; Apple Race –
Roy Louttit 1, E. Corbett 2; 50 yds Gents’ Handicap –
W. Brierly 1, L. Coppin 2. Mrs. C. de Saxe provided
afternoon tea which augmented the funds by £2 8s.

The ballot in the by-election for Eden-Monaro,
rendered vacant by the death of Sir Austin Chapman,
was contested on Saturday last, and resulted in Mr. J.
A. Perkins, Nationalist, who resigned his State seat to
enter the contest, being returned by a substantial
majority. The day passed off exceptionally quiet in
Moruya. Returning Officer, Mr. L. W. Jones, capably
managed everything at the Court House. Mr. O. J.
Armstrong acted as Assistant Presiding Officer, and
Messrs. W. J. Colefax and H. P. Jeffery as Poll Clerks.
Mr. D. Moir was scrutineer.
PUBLIC INDIGNATION MEETING – A public
meeting will be held in the Shire Hall, Moruya, on
Wednesday, 17  inst., to protest against the delay of
the Public Works Department in opening up a
channel to the Town Wharf. W. JERMYN.

th

Tuross Head 1926 view

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/moruyamail
https://buymeacoffee.com/moruyamail
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It all started back in 1882 … you read
correctly … 244 years ago Jade Norris’s
(JN) Great Great Grandfather, Lionel
Ralston (Scotty) arrived from Scotland
and took up oyster farming in Forster
Tuncurry. It makes Jade the fifth-
generation of oyster farmers in Australia,
the fourth on the Bhundoo (Clyde River)
and the third at the iconic Wray Street
Oyster Shed, Batemans Bay, offering up
farm gate oysters and a view to die for.
The Moruya Mail (MM) enjoyed a coffee
with Jade overlooking the Bhundoo last
week.
MM: Strangely enough, the Clyde River
was named after the River Clyde in
Glasgow by Lieutenant Robert in 1821, a
fitting coincidence given your Scottish
heritage. Moreover, you were born
exactly 200 years after Lionel arrived in
Australia, making your family ‘Oyster
Royalty’ in the Eurobodalla Shire. That is a
lot of oysters later. 

JN: (Smiles …) Yes, 1982. Of course, by this
stage Mum and Dad had taken over the
Oyster Farm from my Grandfather and
were working from The Oyster Shed that
he had built in 1957.All the oyster farming
operations were relocated to Lattas Point
over the other southern side of the river
in 1992 to make way for a boat hire
business.
Mum and Dad sold off the hire boats part
of the business in 2007 and started
focusing more on oyster retail and
processing for local restaurants.
I have two elder sisters and a younger
brother. 
I grew up in Batemans Bay (the Bay) with
very clear memories of working on the
farm with my Dad and brother or cleaning
hire boats with my Mum and Nan.
I attended Batemans Bay Primary School
in 1988 and then onto Batemans Bay
High School in 1995. I completed Year 10
in St Scholastica’s in Glebe and finished
my studies at Illawarra Senior College
which was established in 1993, to provide
education and entry-level vocational
training for students of all ages in a
mature learning environment. 
It was then back to the Bay to take up a
chef’s apprenticeship at Jamieson’s On
the Pier, just along the river from here
towards the bridge in year 2000.
I was footloose and fancy free in those
days and headed to Sydney to work as a
chef at Hog’s Breath Cafe for a short
time, before taking up the position of
Head Chef at the Captains Flat Hotel in
the same year. A year later, I was back
working as a chef for Hog’s Breath Cafe,
but this time in Coffs Harbour.
This is where I met my husband, Greg,
who had come up to help his brother by
working the bar for a few weeks; even
though he had a degree in Molecular
Biology … (Laughs …) he never returned
and we have been together ever since.
By 2005, it was back to the Bay once
again to be near family. I was working as a
saleslady at Trend Bags and waitressing
at night, as well as on the oyster farm to
save money for travel.

Let’s do coffee with … Jade Norris (nee Ralston)
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In 2006 those travel plans took us to
Thailand and then onto Europe and a
short stint in England.
Funnily enough, we ended up and fell in
love with Glasgow and of course, the
River Clyde. I worked as the manager
and Greg ran the bar at a restaurant
called the Urban Bar and Grill. It had a
pretty cool vibe with jazz bands on
Sunday afternoons.
We did some more travel and headed
back home when our visas ran out in
2008.

We regrouped in the Bay for a while with
me working at Gloria Jeans Coffee and
Greg on the oyster farm.
It was then time for some random travel
adventures so we packed up and
headed to the Sunshine Coast in 2009
then onto Cotton Tree (near
Maroochydore) to work at The Boat
Shed Restaurant with great views of the
Maroochy River and offering up local
produce for 2 years.
It was then onto Townsville in 2010 and
work as a Trainer and Assessor in
Hospitality for an online training
company and my molecular biologist
husband was happy to work as a delivery
driver.
2011 rolled around and found us in Lawn
Hill working at Century Mine (a large
open cut zinc, lead and silver mine), 250
km northwest of Mount Isa.
Although I was hired as a chef, I ended
up working in administration, doing flight
bookings and sorting accommodation
for the miners.
We undertook some more international
travel in 2013 with a trip to South
America.
MM: Are you ever coming home to the
Bay?
JN: (Smiles …) Our daughter, Avia, was
born in 2014 so we headed south. I was
helping my Mum with running the Wray
Street Oyster Shed along with my Nan.
Whilst Greg worked on the oyster farm
with my Dad and my brother.
In 2016, our son Riley was born and we
were very much settled back into the
Bay.
In 2017 we purchased another oyster
farm in Clyde river expanding our
existing farm.
We bought The Farm Gate in 2018 and
placed it in the area next to the shed
serving coffees and meals with a great
view. It is open from 6 am daily.
In 2024, my parents retired and we now
own the farm and businesses. We hire 10
staff and that goes up to 15 workers over
summer. Each year we harvest some
75,000 dozen oysters per year and in
the Christmas New Year period just
gone, we sold 24,000 dozen oysters.
We also partner with Regional X Kayak
Tours to offer an insight into our
operations.
There are many challenges in running a
viable business. Of course, the Black
Summer Bushfires in 2019-20 and, in
particular, the big rains that immediately
followed washed logs and debris into
the river resulting in a 16 week closure.

People do not realise that it can take up to 4
years to grow a Sydney Rock Oyster. We put
about 4000 spat collectors (plastic slats
about 1.2 metres in length) in the river to
catch the wild larvae. They are then matured
in intertidal, high density polyethylene
(HDPE) baskets, trays or sticks. They require
nutrient-rich, moving water, and are
hardened against predators by regular tidal
exposure.

Most of the work is done by hand so it is a
pretty labour intensive industry.
(Smiles …) I could take you through the
various sex changes the growing oyster goes
through but I best save something for the
Region X Tour.

90 percent of our produce are Sydney Rock
Oysters so, as you can imagine, over a 3 to 4
year period a lot can go wrong in terms of
weather, salinity levels, disease and natural
disasters. Fortunately, we have a very clean
river.

MM: I have it on good authority you are a
pretty good oyster shucker.

JN: (Laughs …) Yes … third fastest female
shucker in Australia and I hope to challenge
for top spot at this year’s Narooma Oyster
Festival in the first weekend of May this year.
My best effort has been 10 dozen in 17
minutes.

MM: I will certainly appreciate my next dozen
oysters after this chat, Jade. Thank you so
much.

LET’S DO COFFEE WITH …’ is a
column exploring the interesting
personalities of the Eurobodalla
Shire. 
Feel free to nominate a personality
by emailing John Longhurst at
john.longhurst59@gmail.com

mailto:john.longhurst59@gmail.com
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By John Longhurst
Emerging local artists, Lilian Meade’s
art exhibition, aptly titled ‘Thinking Out
Loud’, was greeted with extended
applause at the opening at Bay
Pavilions last week.
Lilian has called Batemans Bay ‘home’
since 2016 after growing up across
Australia and moving through many
schools.
Her creative journey began in 2010
following personal traumas that shifted
her from journaling into visual
expression.
Lilian said “I got a lot of my skills from
starting art as a young person and
learning how to use different of
mediums textures with a strong focus
on different colours and colour
combinations. I have so much going on
in my headspace and being a person
with a mental health past, my artwork
explores these emotions, hence the
title of the exhibition ‘Thinking Out
Loud’. As they say what goes in must
come out and this exhibition really is
about exploring my head space.”
Her work is deeply shaped by
movement, resilience and self
expression. Colour plays a central role;
dark and muted palettes reflect heavier
and more congested thoughts. Bright
and vibrant tones signal playfulness,
freedom or a moment of release.
With the support of NDIS and the
encouragement of her local community,
Lily has embracedopportunities to
show her work publicly. 

Lillian Meade’s Exhibition at Bay Pavilions translates emotions to the visual form
She has enjoyed exhibiting through The River
of Art (ROA) and was recognised as a finalist in
ROA 2024. 
Lily said “I hope to continue showing the
public that art born from difficult experiences
can transform into something unique,
expressive and deeply human.”
Art Therapist and Counsellor from Active Art
small business owner Ness Shannon, has
assisted Lilian in her creative development
and introduced her at the opening.
Ness said “It is an honour to introduce Lily and
her remarkable collection of artworks. We are
all incredibly proud of her, as this exhibition
represents a dream and vision that has been
years in the making. I deeply admire Lily’s
strength, resilience and determination to
share so much of her personal journey,
despite the adversity and daily challenges she
faces.
Lily’s work is truly distinctive. Through
expressive lines, figures and faces, she
captures what she feels, using a variety of
markers, paint pens, paper and canvas. The
result is a body of work that is both powerful
and deeply inspiring.
This exhibition is a testament to perseverance
and courage. It has been a privilege not only
to introduce this exhibition, but also to work
with Lily each week. She is a wonderful
example of what can be achieved through
dedication, passion and belief in one’s vision.”
In an emotionally charged speech at the
opening Lilian thanked her Mother, Father,
family and friends for support.

Lilian said “You are always by my side to help
me out when I need you. I thank you so much.”
The exhibition is on at Bay Pavilions until the
end of March and is not to be missed.
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A sculpture conjuring up emerging life from million-year-old granite and
repurposed corrugated iron has won the 2026 Sculpture Bermagui major
prize.
Canberra-based artist David Jensz piece – ‘Mantle’ – born from COVID
despair and then hope that new life may survive human extinction, features
boulders sprouting iron horns.
Accepting the $25,000 prize, Jensz said COVID made him think humanity
was pushing the environment “a bit too far, a bit too hard” and that led to
thoughts of extinction.  
But Jensz discovered hope that ancient rock and life would continue to
evolve, and his work ‘Mantle’ and two separate pieces are about that:
“imagining new life emerging out of the old”.
Major prize judge Terence Maloon, former director at the ANU Drill Hall
Gallery and Art Gallery of New South Wales curator, said the Jensz’ work had
‘cast a spell over him’.
“What a magical juxtaposition of materials. Stone that’s supposed to be inert,
dull, almost colourless. Corrugated iron that’s supposed to be a dead grey.
“Put together they are not only coloured, but exquisitely so: gleaming,
iridescent, and impeccably subtle.What an invention, what an enchantment,”
said Maloon.
On opening night, in front of around 300 artists and other invited guests at
the Bermagui Surf Club, Maloon hailed the quality of the 20  anniversary
exhibition, a record-breaking event featuring over 230 artworks.

th

He highlighted the work of several artists for special mention, including last
year’s major prize winner Koichi Ichoni’s ‘Seabreeze’; Mark Kelly’s ‘Gum Leaf
Orb’; ‘Endlessness’, by Stephen Coburn; Christian Dyer’s The Cube, and
Stephen Hogan’s ‘Winged Union’, an interpretation of mating dragonflies
rippling the water.
Other major winners announcedon opening night, March 6, were:

$5,000 Cox Acquisitive Prize – David Doyle ‘Birds of Bermagui’.
$5,000 Rob and Sally Hawkins Acquisitive Prize – Carl and Eden Plaisted
‘Statera’
$2,000 South East Arts Achievement Award – Cath Bowdler ‘Fleurs du
Mal’.
$1,000 Peter ‘Beatle’ Collins Memorial Acquisitive Prize – Daniel Lafferty
‘Boulders by Fire’.
$1,000 Butterfield Property Prize for best Repurposed Work – Louise
Nade ‘Cordyceps PVC (CrO₂)’.
$1,500 Forbes Stynes Founders’ Prize – Nell Maley ‘Reassembling Isiri’.
$2,000 Harbourview House Prize for the Environment – Sallie Portnoy
‘Sea Blades’.
Belconnen Arts Exhibition Prize (6 week exhibition) – Cath
Bowdler‘Fleurs du Mal’.
$7,000 Bermagui Beach Hotel Indoor Artwork Prize – Alan Watt
‘Fractured Pinnacle’. ‘Mantle’ can be seen on the headland along with
other large-scale pieces.

The three peoples’ choice awards can be voted up until Sunday March 15.
Either scan the barcode of your favourite piece or ask the friendly
volunteers for a paper voting form.

Intricate Ancient Rock and Iron artwork wins Sculpture Bermagui major prize

David Jensz piece – ‘Mantle’ 

Cath Bowdler ‘Fleurs du Mal’.

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/moruyamail
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Moruya Mail
Animal Welfare League News 

Two felines left from our Month of Love Promotion: 
Two-year-old Leo is a gentle, loving boy ready to make someone a wonderful companion. He's sweet and playful, and would
be happy to share a quiet home with other friendly cats. Leo's microchip number is 991003002724617.
Two-month old Yoshi has everything it takes to make a perfect pet. He's extremely affectionate and playful, including with
children. He loves to mix with other cats and kittens, and would do well in a home with another young cat. He is also open to
meeting cat-friendly dogs. Yoshi's microchip number is 991003002410313.

To arrange a meeting with Yoshi, Leo, or any of our available pets, contact Animal Welfare League Eurobodalla on 0401016612
or complete the form on the AWL NSW website: www.awlnsw.com.au. AWL's Rehoming Organisation Number is R251000222.

AWL is looking for volunteers to join our branch and help with the rewarding work of rehoming companion animals. We need
people for a range of roles, so, if you love animals, call us on 0410 016 612 or complete the form on the AWL NSW website.
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Leo Yoshi
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Got an event coming up ? 
Let the Moruya mail know 
hello@moruyamail.com.au

Moruya Community Workshed
New members are always welcome. We are located in the grounds of
the Moruya High School operating two days per week. 
For inquiries please contact Wayne on 0488 743 788.

Narooma VIEW Club welcomes new members
Narooma VIEW Club meets on the fourth Friday of each month at
Narooma Golf Club Seahorse Room at 11.30 for lunch & a guest
speaker. (Except October will be Friday 18th). 

Tuross Community Markets 
held every 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month. 

GOT AN EVENT COMING UP ?
Birthday, Garage sale, AGM? 
You can’t always rely on the socials...

Let the community know with the Moruya Mail
hello@moruyamail.com.au

      2026 Diary Dates
2 - 15 March - 2026 Seniors Festival 
7 - 15 March  - Sculpture Bermagui 
16- 26 April - Youth Week
25 - 26 April - Batemans Bay Sailing Club 2026
d'Albora Batemans Bay Regatta
1 - 3 May  19th Narooma Oyster Festival
May - June - 2026 Sculpture for Clyde
5-12 July - NAIDOC Week
12 June to 12 July - Fungi Feastival
21st-25th October - Sea Otter Australia 
13 March 2027 - NSW State Election

Moruya Mail Notices

South Coast & Country Community Law 
coming to Moruya to provide in person legal appointments for
clients.

When: Thursday 12th March 2026 10am to 1:30pm  Where:
Moruya Medicare Mental Health Centre, Mirrabooka Avenue
Moruya 2537 (Building address: 73 Vulcan Street, parking and
entry at rear, off Mirrabooka Avenue). 
When: Tuesday 17 March 2026 10am to 2:30pm Where:
Mackillop Family Services, 5/1 Clyde Street Batemans Bay 
When: Thursday 26th March 2026 10am to 1:30pm Where:
Moruya Medicare Mental Health Centre, Mirrabooka Avenue
Moruya 2537 (Building address: 73 Vulcan Street, parking and
entry at rear, off Mirrabooka Avenue).

Appointments are required.  
Call us on 1800 229 529 to make an appointment  
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SAGE Food & Knowledge Share - Sunday March 8  at
10am, Riverside Park. Guest Speaker Greg  Summerhayes. 
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Can Assist Eurobodalla
Support country cancer patients and enjoy tax benefits while you
do it. Set up a regular donation and help ensure those in rural
NSW get the support they need, when they need it, to get to their
cancer treatment.
100% tax deductible - No need to remember – it’s automatic - 
Every dollar makes a real difference
Click the link to learn more and start giving today.
https://canassist.org.au/ways-to-give/donate/

Eurobodalla’s Community Services Jobs Drive 
Real conversations about real jobs with employers direct.
From 10am to 12pm on Thursday 19 March at Moruya’s Memorial
RSL Hall.

BODALLA COUNCILLOR CATCH UP
Bodalla Dairy Shed, 52 Princes Highway
Wednesday 18 March, 10.30am-12pm
Drop-in for a casual chat with your elected representatives.
Councillor Catch Ups pop up in different locations monthly.
Find out when one's near you https://tinyurl.com/4v2e56t2

2026 Community Heritage Grants
National Library of Australia reports: Applications are now open for the
2026 Community Heritage Grants (CHG) program.  CHG offers cash
grants of up to $20,000 to community organisations, supporting them
to preserve and manage collections that have Australian cultural and
historical significance. 
Applications close for first time applicants on Thursday 7 May. Previous
CHG recipients and proposals for training projects have an extended
deadline, with applications closing on Tuesday 2 June. 
The CHG program is funded by the AusGov Office for the Arts, National
Library of Australia; National Archives of Australia, NFSA - National Film
and Sound Archive of Australia and National Museum of Australia 
Learn more and apply: https://brnw.ch/21x0oNY

SAGE Autumn Equinox Feast - Sunday 15 March
Colours of Autumn: An equinox feast - Celebrating the change of
season.  Local Produce Dinner | Local Music | Local Spirits |
Autumn Hues.  Gates open at 4pm - Dinner served at 5pm
Book your tickets here

Moruya RSL Sub Branch
is having their General meeting on Tuesday 17  March at 2pm in
the RSL Memorial Hall 11 Page St Moruya. Discussion will be the
arrangements for the ANZAC Day march in Moruya. The Sub
Branch would like to see all the members attend to participate in
the arrangements.
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South Durras Bioblitz – 28-29 March
Join us for an immersive Autumn Bioblitz at South Durras—a
landscape as scientifically fascinating as it is visually stunning.
Whether you’re a seasoned citizen scientist or just love a good walk
in the bush, this is your chance to explore the hidden wonders of
our local ecosystem. Local naturalists and experts will lead the way!
28 March – Spotlight Walk  / 29 March – Nature Explorations
See full program and booking links at:
https://budawangcoast.org.au/south-durras-bioblitz/
Presented by the Budawang Coast Atlas of Life in association with
Eurobodalla Landcare

https://www.facebook.com/groups/701177899897421/user/61568550059473/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXXB4xO5j_md_DunBtLAEcpyV5TuiPeaChpjvEn1_rQ2UwSfFz9T_QdROGRtzFE110zEU2GoV9jWo-YuvThJrO_Lr3v6yMHBHYj42W-wQ9Y7ubQg6jIckgzq7F46rGNLLoCYmNRrQEk6JRBsiHSfY2bUPfNzMurwV8zlO6xG7OM4sBFtu4XLL2-rkyDm9dNP1coKxbg6vvhfwpyL-ym3GhkBtPPp-Ry3R4IBfZmkVLfaA&__tn__=%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/701177899897421/user/61568550059473/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXXB4xO5j_md_DunBtLAEcpyV5TuiPeaChpjvEn1_rQ2UwSfFz9T_QdROGRtzFE110zEU2GoV9jWo-YuvThJrO_Lr3v6yMHBHYj42W-wQ9Y7ubQg6jIckgzq7F46rGNLLoCYmNRrQEk6JRBsiHSfY2bUPfNzMurwV8zlO6xG7OM4sBFtu4XLL2-rkyDm9dNP1coKxbg6vvhfwpyL-ym3GhkBtPPp-Ry3R4IBfZmkVLfaA&__tn__=%2CP-R
mailto:hello@moruyamail.com.au
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/moruyamail
https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistEurobodalla?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZHrwrTQBpLbH3BRWhXdGRihuW-5bnL4hTipjoLD-nOUVSN3owEAerQ0hTr3YZvrtccBMoax5i7KLom3SLcbyllgDG5p4JeU18aX0OzzesWEmourCeiHmAr2JCPXFBHAu5W0rQ5qyKLSDTDwkJfhasKS1vGxtkb4cfsqyAhYyA91B7dMNaZ2HFK_nLpNsV5FoQ9-ysdJoFLN5K-my2Sv4Ir&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://canassist.org.au/ways-to-give/donate/
https://tinyurl.com/4v2e56t2?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExT1JxZm9MZnRJRXhIZzRzaXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5QX6_XSokFGJ2d4RBE3bmVfE6QN4JI_sL_mNIjarW2SlcPo-Lv9wcLrB2FPw_aem_cZ-gcX2HWmEucE9uwJJO_g
https://www.facebook.com/National.Library.of.Australia?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZktE94m4UeiwK0Ej9GNXZU5jN9V4DAj4ulT07KTbkdgrgpXuOdrYMu6jkMa9b-NOIfmeWf9KpbO54gDAhrQnwbOE04VZfMNVnh9vx_gFqM2l4y6G9X-oqDwkWIcD3YjSglviCLi_KBerJioCX5rmDP1zs8ACuLYzebzGXV6x_0dj6xdg-pT_nN2N7btlYOYXSArMymY86tgKVADX4ipKEM&__tn__=-%5dC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/AusGovArts?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZktE94m4UeiwK0Ej9GNXZU5jN9V4DAj4ulT07KTbkdgrgpXuOdrYMu6jkMa9b-NOIfmeWf9KpbO54gDAhrQnwbOE04VZfMNVnh9vx_gFqM2l4y6G9X-oqDwkWIcD3YjSglviCLi_KBerJioCX5rmDP1zs8ACuLYzebzGXV6x_0dj6xdg-pT_nN2N7btlYOYXSArMymY86tgKVADX4ipKEM&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/naagovau?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZktE94m4UeiwK0Ej9GNXZU5jN9V4DAj4ulT07KTbkdgrgpXuOdrYMu6jkMa9b-NOIfmeWf9KpbO54gDAhrQnwbOE04VZfMNVnh9vx_gFqM2l4y6G9X-oqDwkWIcD3YjSglviCLi_KBerJioCX5rmDP1zs8ACuLYzebzGXV6x_0dj6xdg-pT_nN2N7btlYOYXSArMymY86tgKVADX4ipKEM&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/nfsaa?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZktE94m4UeiwK0Ej9GNXZU5jN9V4DAj4ulT07KTbkdgrgpXuOdrYMu6jkMa9b-NOIfmeWf9KpbO54gDAhrQnwbOE04VZfMNVnh9vx_gFqM2l4y6G9X-oqDwkWIcD3YjSglviCLi_KBerJioCX5rmDP1zs8ACuLYzebzGXV6x_0dj6xdg-pT_nN2N7btlYOYXSArMymY86tgKVADX4ipKEM&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/nfsaa?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZktE94m4UeiwK0Ej9GNXZU5jN9V4DAj4ulT07KTbkdgrgpXuOdrYMu6jkMa9b-NOIfmeWf9KpbO54gDAhrQnwbOE04VZfMNVnh9vx_gFqM2l4y6G9X-oqDwkWIcD3YjSglviCLi_KBerJioCX5rmDP1zs8ACuLYzebzGXV6x_0dj6xdg-pT_nN2N7btlYOYXSArMymY86tgKVADX4ipKEM&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/nationalmuseumofaustralia?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZktE94m4UeiwK0Ej9GNXZU5jN9V4DAj4ulT07KTbkdgrgpXuOdrYMu6jkMa9b-NOIfmeWf9KpbO54gDAhrQnwbOE04VZfMNVnh9vx_gFqM2l4y6G9X-oqDwkWIcD3YjSglviCLi_KBerJioCX5rmDP1zs8ACuLYzebzGXV6x_0dj6xdg-pT_nN2N7btlYOYXSArMymY86tgKVADX4ipKEM&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://brnw.ch/21x0oNY
https://sageproject.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8744d718acf3f9713e2debd47&id=bc0df05bb7&e=6ad6c2e544
https://sageproject.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8744d718acf3f9713e2debd47&id=ae333e5f6b&e=6ad6c2e544
https://budawangcoast.org.au/south-durras-bioblitz/
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Wednesday 4  March saw the Moruya
lady golfers take to the fairways once
again. The weather was very humid
after a few days of rain and the heat
really brought up the moisture from
the fairways, making conditions quite
tough. The winner of the daily event
and the Monthly medal was Jenny
Ellis with a 72 nett followed by Sharon
Knight on 76 Nett. Balls went to Vicki
Goodwin, Margaret Flynn, Jan
Lumsden, Lyn Gibbs, Angie McMillan
and Mary Quill (visitor). Nearest the
Pins were won by Jenny Ellis and Lyn
Gibbs".

th

Pic: Jenny Ellis >

2026 Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour
The Victoria Racing Club has opened the gates for destinations to apply to
host the 2026 Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour. Destinations across Australia and
the world are invited to welcome an icon of sporting prestige and Australian
history, as applications to host 2026 Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour are officially
open.
Towns and communities are encouraged to submit their application for the
chance to host the iconic 18-carat-gold trophy as part of its 24th annual tour.
Since its inception in 2003, the tour has travelled more than one million
kilometres, visiting more than 700 destinations far and wide, including
Longreach in central Queensland, New York in the United States, Katherine in
the Northern Territory, Deauville in France, Wyalkatchem in Western Australia,
Rowella in Tasmania and Streaky Bay in South Australia. 
VRC Chief Executive Officer Kylie Rogers said the Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour
brings people together and shows the special connection that communities
locally and around the world have with the Lexus Melbourne Cup.
“The Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour is about much more than just a trophy. It’s a
beacon of hope and it’s about bringing people and communities together to
share in the magic that is the People’s Cup,” said Rogers. 
Now in its 24th year on the road, we’ve seen how the trophy brings
communities together. The Cup has been part of our national story since 1864,
and the Tour gives communities the chance to experience that history in a
way that’s meaningful to them. I encourage all communities to apply and have
the opportunity to host a piece of history in their hometown.”
A stable of racing legends will accompany the Cup as tour ambassadors and
share their unforgettable Lexus Melbourne Cup moments.  
Applications can be made online via the VRC website at Lexus Melbourne
Cup Tour until Thursday 30 April.  Successful 2026 Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour
submissions will be announced in May, with the tour officially commencing its
journey soon after. 
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Tuross Head Golf Results Saturday 7th March 2026

A field of 48 players registered for the Men’s Stroke
Monthly Medal event today. The weather was overcast
with some rain in the afternoon and some excellent
scores were achieved.

The Winners were:
A Grade:
1st:   Colin Houghton (3) with 68 nett (countback)
(medal)
2nd:   Mark Schenk (12) with 68 nett 

B Grade:
1st: John Harb (16) with 67 nett (medal)
2nd: David Gray (18) with 69 nett 

C Grade:
1st: Peter Coffey (22) with 68 nett (medal)
2nd: Steve Johnston (27) with 74 nett

Hole Prize
2nd Hole Stephen Swanbury Distance: 5.74   Golden
Shot Moruya Jockey Club

Nearest to the Pins
4th: Jim Wade   0.91A Grade
4th:   John Harb   1.15B Grade
4th: Marchello Lore 11.44 C Grade
6th: Ian McManus   3.16A Grade
6th: Timothy Gavel   3.74B Grade
6th: Peter Coffey   2.01C Grade
7th: Michael Walsh   8.00A Grade

Putting Comp: Jim Wade
Balls went to: Troy Kingdom 69, Leigh Coloe 69, Jim
Wade 69, Tim Watson 70, Mark Cutmore 71,Ian McManus
72, Brad Doolan 73, Wayne Fullerton 73, John Phyland
73, Michael Coloe 74, Simon French 74, Bruce Harding
74, Peter Hogan 75, Frank Pomfret 76 and Paul Medwin
76. 

Tuross Head Ladies Golf Results –
Tuesday 10th March 2026

A field of 28 ladies played in a 6x6x6
team event today.  The event was
sponsored by Shirley Quinlan. The
weather was sunny and some wonderful
scores were achieved.

The Winning Teams were:

1 : Paula Coffey and Maree Coffey 58
points (countback)

st

2 : Dianne Brown and Cate O’Brien 58
points

nd

3 : Marilyn Bingham and Kerrie Sands
55 points

rd

Place Getters
Judy Apps and Leonie Doolan 52, Elsa
Shearer and Sandra D’Onofrio 50 and
Shirley Quinlan and Jennifer Gray 48.

Hole Prize  
7  Leonie DoolanDistance: 2.49
Golden Shot A 

th

7  Judy Apps   Distance: 1.68     Golden
Shot B 

th

Nearest to the Pin: 2  Shotnd

6  Paula Coffey   Distance: 4.41 th

15  Sandra D’Onofrio Distance: 2.28th
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Medal Winners: Col Houghton, John Harb and Peter Coffey with
Committee member Ian McManus Winners: Paula Coffey and Maree CoffeyWinner: Michael Coloe

Tuross Head Golf Results
Thursday 5th March 2026

A field of 35 players
competed in a Medley
Stableford event today. The
weather was overcast and
humid and there were some
wonderful scores achieved.

The Winners were:
1st:   Michael Coloe (14) with
41 points 
2nd:   Mark Haberkorn (15)
with 40 points 
3rd: John Harb (17) with 39
points (countback)
4th: Stephen Swanbury (17)
with 39 points 

Nearest to the Pins
4th:   Ray Bollard   1.48A
Grade
4th: Ron Rogers   1.00B Grade
4th: Anthony Mellick 5.87 C
Grade
6th: Nick Brice   1.37A Grade
6th: Mark Haberkorn 4.10 B
Grade
7th: Ruth Gschwend 4.19 A
Grade
7th: Anthony Mellick 4.29 C
Grade

Balls went to: Anthony Mellick
34, Steve Johnston 34, Paula
Coffey 33, Ian Manton 33,
Ruth Gschwend 32, Michael
Brice 32, Troy Kingdom 32,
Colin Houghton 32, Ron
Rogers 32 and Shane
Gschwend 31.
Tuross Head Vets Golf Results Wednesday 11th March 2026
A field of 46 players signed up for a Two Person Ambrose Gala Day event today.  The
weather was warm, the course in great condition and some amazing scores were
achieved. The game was followed by a delicious lunch, many thanks to all those
involved.
The Winning Teams were:
1 : John and Jane Eglitis with 31 nettst

2 : Shirley Quinlan and Greg Hayward with 32.75 nett nd

3 : Ian Manton and Mark Maher with 34 nettrd

Balls or Chocolates went to:
Ross Hendy and Bruce Harding 34.25, Rob McKirdy and Mike Birks 34.75, Graham
Moore and Des Jackson 35.5 and Peter and Paula Coffey 35.5.
Nearest to the Pins:
4 : Ross Hendy, Greg Hayward and Jane Eglitis (2  Shot) In the Hole!th nd

6 : Frank Pomfret (1  Shot)th st

7 : Ladies: Chris Wratten (2  Shot) th nd

 Mens: Frank Pomfret (2  Shot)nd

Accuracy: Chris Wratten (5  hole)th

Bradmans: Bob and Marie Ann Coppin Winners: Jane and John Eglitis

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/moruyamail
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Tomakin Twist Tops Bowls
Robbo started proceedings on International
Women's Day whilst President Pedro had an errand
to run. Welcome to two new Twisties Sarah Hillier
and Margaret Harrod aka " Matilda". Heard Clark as in
"Kent" is feeling poorly do get well
Pedro arrived to be presented with the "John Booth
Memorial Trophy" by John's daughter Jess which his
name will be inscribed on. Hoges spoke on behalf of
Twisties and Jess spoke fondly of her Dad and how
much he enjoyed being part of Twist Tops.
(Photo)
Winners on Highest Losing Margin 7/30 Mad Max
and Lozza (photo)
Runners-up 11/23, Ruthless with Breadroll and
Jamesy.
Lozza selected Rink 6 to try for Jackpot of $90.50 .
Winning Skip McGooley cut cards but no luck.
High/Low 30/7 not won but some very close scores
today.
Lucky numbers, 20 Moby Dick, 24 Bob the Builder.
Winning teams, Vincenzo & Whizza 16/14. Sarah &
Chocolate 16/14. Trish the Dish & Irish 25/15. Megoo
& Dobbo 14/10.  Bob the Builder & Pedro 30/7. Peter
& McGooley 23/11.
Congratulations to Lozza on being selected for
NSW/ACT Special Olympics in swimming at National
Games which will be held October in Melbourne.

The Federal Government is taking action to help consumers get a fair go
at the petrol pump, with more scrutiny and surveillance of the fuel sector,
bigger penalties for misconduct, and action to shore up fuel supply.
The conflict overseas shouldn’t be an excuse to profit off Australians.
We’re putting petrol companies on notice. We won’t cop big corporates
treating Australian consumers like mugs.
This is all about getting fairer petrol prices for Australian motorists and
more fuel supply at servos, particularly in regional areas.
We will:

Double penalties for false or misleading conduct and cartel behaviour
(to a maximum of $100 million per offence), across the economy.
Task the ACCC to ramp up fuel price monitoring, reporting weekly,
with a focus on unusual price spikes.
Work with industry to increase fuel supply to service stations,
including by helping the fuel sector secure ACCC authorisation to
coordinate supply and unlock bottlenecks.

These measures are in addition to the substantial action we’re already
taking on fuel prices.

We wrote to the ACCC last week asking them to ensure motorists
aren’t being taken for mugs, and they’ve issued their own statement
to retailers.
We had already increased penalties to up to $50 million – five times
higher than what they were – and we’ve given the ACCC more tools,
like extending petrol price monitoring powers and the ability to issue
on the spot fines.

Fair go for consumers at the bowser
And we are convening relevant forums, including the
National Coordination Mechanism to respond to
emerging supply chain issues, the Trusted Information
Sharing Network, and the National Oil Supplies
Emergency Committee.

The recent conflict in the Middle East has compounded
uncertainty in the global economy and led to significant
volatility in oil and petrol prices.
Just in the last three days, we have seen global oil prices
jump to almost $120 per barrel, fall back to $80 per barrel
this morning, then rise above $90 per barrel in a matter of
hours. It was around $60 at the start of the year.
We’re not immune from uncertainty and volatility in the
global economy, but these measures are about ensuring
petrol suppliers are doing the right thing and ensuring the
minority of bad actors can’t hurt regional Australians or
farmers.
Petrol companies are telling us that their fuel stock
continues to arrive in Australia on time, in the quantities they
expect. We have the supply coming into the country we
need.
We are not experiencing a fuel shortage but rather localised
disruption due to significant spikes in demand.
Despite global price volatility, Australia’s fuel supply remains
secure.  Industry must act in the national interest and their
cooperation is critical to keeping Australian transport
moving and farmers producing.

https://buymeacoffee.com/moruyamail
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Calling all wooden boat enthusiasts 
By Neil Henderson
We are a small (ish) group of people who love wooden boats and live on the
South East coast of NSW. 
We are looking for new members to join our group so if you would like to get in
contact we’d be very happy to see you. It doesn’t matter if you are an expert with
20+ years of knowledge or have never built or owned a wooden boat. 
Our members are more than happy to help you get started or help you fine tune
your skills. 
What we do: 
· Build wooden boats from scratch, normally based on plans which we have
bought from designers such as Paul Gartside, Iain Oughtred, Francoise Vivier,
John Welsford, or others. One of our members has built 13 boats so he now
designs his own. 
· The boats vary in length from about 11’ to 22’ long 
· Boats are constructed in various styles: clinker, strip planked, diagonal
sheathed, chined 
· Some of our members restore boats rather than building, these are boats which
they find around various parts of Australia. These older boats are restored to
their former glory and form a key part of our fleet. 
· Many different types of timbers are used including Huon pine, Hoop pine,
Celery Top, Douglas Fir, Spotted Gum, Sitka Spruce, etc
We attend a few of the Boat Festivals around Australia including the Wooden
boat Festival in Hobart, Paynesville Classic Boat Rally, Narooma Boats Afloat,
Davistown Putt Putt Regatta and so on. 
We often tow our boats to these rallies and participate in the local events which
the locals run as part of the rallies/shows. Trips away towing our boats and
exploring local waterways is one of our favourite activities for one day or several. 
We pack up our boats with gear and food for several days and trail them to
places such as Gypsy Point (of Mallacoota Lake), Quarantine Bay (near Eden),
Metung (on the Gippsland Lakes), Paynesville.(Gippsland Lakes). There we
launch our boats and spend 2-3 days exploring the local waterways and spend
our evenings enjoying either a homecooked BBQ or a meal at a local restaurant. 

So, if you are thinking about building a boat
with your grandchildren or by yourself, or are
thing about restoring that old boat that has
been sitting in the shed for 20 years why not
come along and join us on our next outing.
Contact Neil Henderson
neilh.australia@gmail.com 0491 155 426. 

https://buymeacoffee.com/moruyamail
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Accolade                                         Dave Magill under tow                Moonmist                                  Red Dwarf                         Sail la Vie  Photos: Fred Tromp. 
"It was a great day for sailing on March 7th when Batemans Bay
Sailing Club held the final of the Crew Skipper series as well as the
penultimate Bay Cup race of the 2025/26 sailing season. 

The Crew Skipper series gives a designated crew member a
chance to take the helm and give the orders. The regular skippers
have to stand back and take it. A total of four BBSC yachts went
out. "Horizon" (Michelle Grybaitis) was a late scratching due to
electrical problems. The race was a handicap start in which the
slower boats were given a headstart based on previous
performances, so that ideally all the boats would finish at the same
time. From Caseys Beach, the boats did a broad reach to Chain
Bay followed by a work to the Wimbie Beach mark and a run back
to Caseys.
 "Sail La Vie", skippered on the day by the genial Steve Masterton,
was first off followed by Red Dwarf (Bruce Bailey) which was soon
scooting along under her big asymmetric spinnaker. A few minutes
afterwards "Moonmist" (Geoff Perrem) started with "Accolade"
(Tony Bonouvrie) following a couple of minutes later. By the
Wimbie Beach rounding "Sail La Vie" was still in the lead but being
rapidly closed down by "Moonmist" and "Accolade". "Moonmist"
was looking the goods on the final run but left her gybe to come
back inshore to the finishing line a bit too late, allowing "Accolade"
to sail over the top in the last few hundred metres and win by half
a boat length. 
By this time the southerly breeze had increased from 10 to 15 knots
to 15 to 20 knots. The boats mostly changed down to #3 headsails
for the Bay Cup race. Race officer Andrew Bain and his trusty
sidekicks Jim Anderson and Fred Tromp aboard the committee
boat "Dave Magill" set a boat end favoured start line. "Moonmist"
(Tony Sutton) was a little eager to close the start line in the final
minute before the start and had to reach down the line to start at
the pin end. "Accolade" (Lachlan Brown) started mid line. "Red
Dwarf" (Jack Egan) grabbed the boat end start. "Sail La Vie" (John
Drummond) took the cruisey "you go first" option. The course was
around a triangle to Wimbie Beach, the Toll Gates mark and a
leeward mark placed near Square Head followed by a windward
and return leg to Wimbie Beach and back.

Batemans Bay SC sailing report  - March 7  th

"Accolade" powered clear in the choppy conditions followed
by "Moonmist". The lightweight "Red Dwarf" was getting
slammed and not pointing well to windward so fell back.
Coming down the last run under spinnaker, the laid mark
was impossible to see from beyond about 100m away.
"Accolade" had to do 2 gybes in quick succession followed
by a hurried spinnaker drop when the crew saw the mark
just in front of them. This inevitably led to some more
spinnaker trawling which required four crew to pull the
spinnaker out of the water while the boat was luffed into the
wind as much as possible. Meanwhile, "Moonmist" was
further off course by the time the crew sighted the mark,
requiring a spinnaker drop and some upwind sailing to get to
the leeward mark. By contrast, "Sail La Vie" had a serene,
spinnaker free run. 

While all this was going on the "Dave Magill" had developed
transmission problems. Bain had no option but to anchor
and call Batemans Bay Marine Rescue for a tow in. The
yachts did self timed finishes at Snapper Island and
retrieved the laid marks on behalf of "Dave Magill". 

When AMS calculations were done "Accolade" had won by a
mere 6 seconds from "Moonmist". "Sail La Vie" had a much
more clear cut win on PHS. Full results are up on the BBSC
website, www.bbsc.org.au. Thanks to Batemans Bay Marine
Rescue for towing the "Dave Magill" in. BBSC will try not to
make a habit of it. 

The next BBSC keelboat race will be the 3 Bays Classic on
Saturday March 14th. The course from Batemans Bay to
Broulee and Beagle Bays and back is the longest offshore
race on the BBSC program."

By Lachlan Brown 

http://www.bbsc.org.au/
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Marine Rescue Tuross Moruya hosts
their Annual Golf Tournament and
Dinner Fundraiser
The Marine Rescue Tuross Moruya Unit is preparing to
host their annual golf tournament and dinner on Friday, 1
May at the Moruya Golf Club.
Unit Commander Darren Nicholls said, “This is our major
annual community fundraising event. All proceeds raised
go directly towards fuelling our vessels, maintenance,
upgrading facilities and other essential operational
costs. 
“Our annual golf tournament and dinner provides a great
opportunity for businesses and community members to
participate in a fun and dynamic event. It is also a great
opportunity for businesses to network and gain further
exposure within our community, while at the same time
supporting a worthy cause”, Unit Commander Nicholls
added. 
“As we only receive approximately 20% funding from the
state government, funds raised during the event are
crucial towards helping support our operational costs for
keeping the community safe on the water”, he said. 
The Unit encourages the community to form teams for
the golf; with family, friends or colleagues. There will be a
sausage sizzle BBQ lunch and putting competition. A
mega auction and raffle, with great prizes donated by
local businesses, will be held during the dinner.
Participants can attend the golf tournament and the
dinner, or choose which one suits them best.
The event attracts many from the Eurobodalla Shire
community.
Bookings and payment should be made directly to the
Moruya Golf Club by 24 April.
Marine Rescue NSW is a volunteer based not-for-profit
professional organisation dedicated to keeping boaters
safe on the water and supporting local communities.
https://www.marinerescuensw.com.au/
WHEN: Friday, 1 May (golf registration from 10.00am,
kick off at 11.00am; dinner at 6.30pm)
WHERE: Moruya Golf Club, 28A Evans St, Moruya NSW
2537, (02) 4474 2300

UPCOMING RESCUE TRAINING - NAROOMA
Do you want to help protect and rescue whales, dolphins, seals and dugongs
along the NSW South Coast? Join ORRCA’s next Marine Mammal Rescue
Training Day on Saturday 21st March at Narooma Golf Club.
Sign up via the link in bio or visit www.orrca.org.au/workshop   When: Saturday
21st March at Narooma Golf Club.

Look Up Moruya! Athletes Arrive for 2026
Australian Skydiving Championships

Photo Credits : Australian Parachute Federation   

2026 AUSTRALIAN SKYDIVING CHAMPIONSHIPS
Top teams and athletes from across Australia and overseas have arrived in
Moruya for the 2026 Australian Skydiving Championships, featuring world
champions, international competitors and the debut of a world-first
national Angle Flying competition.
More than 120 competitors will take to the skies this week, with Australian
Parachute Team selection on the line. Successful athletes will go on to
represent Australia at the 2026 World Championships in Europe and the
USA later this year.
The level of competition is expected to be extremely high and records are
expected to be broken, with multiple world champions and world record
holders among those competing.
Competitors in Speed Skydiving will exceed speeds of 500 km/h in freefall,
making it the fastest non-motorised sport on the planet.
Monday was the official practice day, with training underway in Formation
Skydiving, Vertical Formation Skydiving, Wingsuit Flying, Speed Skydiving,
Canopy Formation, Freeflying and Angle Flying.
Competition rounds began yesterday, with winners to be crowned 2026
Australian Champions at the conclusion of the event.
SKYONE Moruya is looking forward to hosting the competition and
showing competitors from around the country and overseas the beautiful
Eurobodalla region of the NSW South Coast.
Australian Champion, World Record holder and Meet Director, Jules
McConnel states. “We have over 120 competitors, optimal weather
conditions and world-class athletes here. We are stoked to be hosting this
event again after last year E2 80 99s success and with World Champions,
world record holders and international athletes amongst the competitors,
we expect to see records broken.”

https://www.marinerescuensw.com.au/
http://www.orrca.org.au/workshop
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The Hotondo Homes Bay to Breakers
Ocean Swim has held on Sunday 8
March 2026.
Local Broulee Lifesaver, Rosie
McPartland won the Open 1.4km Female
Swim in a time of 23 min 47 sec and also
the Broulee Brewhouse Dash for Cash
race.
The Open male winner was Liam
McHugh in a time of 21 min 9 sec and he
also won the Broulee Brewhouse Dash
for Cash. Liam also won the Over 30 male
1.4km swim to make it three wins from 3
swims on the day.
Over 500 swimmers registered for the
15  Annual Bay to Breakers Ocean swim
which was conducted with a slight chop
on the water which made slightly slower
swim times.

th

Local Broulee resident Wendy Dunn won
the Over 80s 1.4km swim and Tim Mather
won the over 80 male 1.4km swim. This
was Wendy Dunn’s 15  straight Bay to
Breakers Ocean Swim and she received a
Gold Broulee Bay to Breakers Dolphin
Shirt in recognition of her great ocean
swims.

th

The feedback from the participants has
been very positive and they are looking
forward to the next Broulee Ocean Swim
in March 2027.

This event is run to support the Broulee
Surfers Surf Life Saving Club’s patrols.
We would like to thank the event
sponsors: Hotondo Homes, Broulee
Brewhouse, Mortgage Choice Broulee,
FX Business Systems, Woolworths and
Eurobodalla Tourism.

Local Broulee lifesaver Rosie McPartland wins Bay to Breakers Ocean Swim

Rosie McPartland                                  Liam McHugh 


