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Eurobodalla kicks climate can along for incoming Council
By Alex Rea 
On Tuesday Eurobodalla Shire Council voted not to commit to or resolve
any action on a Net Zero Action Plan in a Motion brought By Cr Alison
Worthington.
The MOTION was
“THAT Council:

Acknowledges the NSW legislation, Climate Change (Net Zero Future)
Act 2023, which legislates State emissions reduction targets to achieve
net zero emissions by 2050, and the obligations of council to meet the
regulations relating to that Act.

1.

Note the work of the Canberra Region Joint Organisation (CRJO) Net
Zero Accelerator Program (NZAP), which aims to assist member councils
accelerate emissions reduction and set milestones to achieve net zero
emissions.

2.

Note that councillors are aware of the content of the CRJO Net Zero
Accelerator Program presentation given in February 2024, and the
recording shared with councillors.

3.

Commits to implementing the actions in the Net Zero Council Guide
and the 31 Net Zero Milestones prepared by the NZAP to assist council
to improve its emissions data capture and account for their emissions
data and actions in emissions reduction.

4.

Resolve to develop a Net Zero Action Plan that provides a roadmap to
achieve net zero emissions by 2050. “

5.

Several Councillors sought to defer the motion for the next Council (after
the elections) as it could incur costs and that they didn’t have all the
information.
Cr Worthington responded: “sorry Councillors, but you have been briefed
on this and there has been a huge amount of work done…and it has all been
provided to Councillors.
“While I hear you about the costs, I’m more concerned about the costs of
not acting.”
After considerable debate the Motion was to defer the motion until the
November meeting.
Earlier in Public Forum, South Coast Health and Sustainability Alliance
(SHASA) President Kathryn Maxwell addressed Council on the matter
saying:
“While the Council has set itself non-binding emissions reduction targets,
SHASA strongly supports the NSW Government’s Climate Change Net Zero
Futures legislation as it is a binding target to achieve State emission
reduction targets to achieve net zero emissions by 2050. Most importantly it
obligates that all Councils including the Eurobodalla Shire Council meet the
regulations relating to that Act.”
(FULL Submission HERE)
The same day the NSW Government announced the “Latest climate change
data helps NSW withstand the heat”, illustrating “the need for further action
to reduce emissions and for informed planning to improve the resilience of
households, communities and businesses to the impacts of climate change,
such as extreme weather patterns.” 
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Man reported missing from Moruya located
A man reported missing from the State’s South Coast
has been found safe and well.
The 26-year-old was last seen at a hospital in River
Street Moruya about 8pm on Tuesday (20 August
2024).
When he could not be located or contacted, officers
attached to South Coast Police District were notified
and commenced inquiries into his whereabouts.
Following a search, involving officers attached to South
Coast Police District, SES, Police Dog Squad, Youth
Police Command, Traffic and Highway Patrol, Surf Life
Saving and Westpac Life Saver Helicopter, the man was
located about 9.30am today (Friday 23 August 2024), in
remote bushland safe and well, approximately 15
kilometres from where he was last seen.
NSW SES Teams from Moruya, Batemans Bay, Bermagui
and Ulladulla Units banded together to assist in the
search for missing South Coast man.

https://moruyamail.com.au/kathryn-maxwell-president-south-coast-health-and-sustainability-alliance-shasa-presentation-to-council-20-august-2024/


By Alex Rea  - In a Motion to Eurobodalla Council on
Tuesday, Council unanimously agreed to advocate for
Radiotherapy Services at the new Eurobodalla Hospital.
Councillor Anthony Mayne moved the motion, “THAT
Council urgently seeks clarification on the proposed local
radiotherapy service for the L4 Eurobodalla Hospital. That
Council joins the community in supporting the inclusion
and prioritisation of local radiotherapy services, noting the
5 year interval between the widely subscribed 2022
community Local Access to Radiotherapy Petition
lodgement in Parliament and NSW Health’s extended
delivery date for the new Eurobodalla Hospital in late
2027.”
The local health district has repeated refused to include
radiotherapy services in the new Eurobodalla Regional
Hospital on the basis of cost and lack of need. In several
public forums this year the figure of $100m for the local
radiotherapy service had been quoted by the Southern
NSW Local Health District. This figure was questioned by
the three passionate speakers presenting to Public Forum
on the matter.
Peter Cormick said, “the figures put about were bullshit.”
”$100m is 1/3 the cost of the whole hospital.” "A Linac
(alone) would cost no more than $8 million and that a
bunker, costed at the rate of $14,000 per sq metre, would
result in a total cost of Linac and bunker, of around $15
million" 
Peter added "with further space and equipment provided,
the total cost should be no more than $30 million."
Advocate for the service, Lou Dampney said it was a “no
brainer.” She said it was “a hell of a journey (to Canberra or
Nowra) if you are feeling crook.”
She added that radiotherapy was also used for palliative
pain management.
Long time campaigner Mylene Boulting said “we can’t do
anything more ourselves – we need council to stand up
with us.”
Mrs Boulting said “The Independent Review has still not
been released (after almost a year of repeated requests
including 2 FOIs), but we have been reliably advised it has
indeed confirmed what our community already knew: that
a radiotherapy centre IS needed and viable and should be
included in the new hospital.
NSW Health have publicly mentioned starting on a
radiotherapy centre after the regional hospital is up and
running . But we have been told that it would take 2 years
to design and build such a centre. This leads us to
2029/2030.
We cannot afford to wait all this time: the community has
loudly asked for a centre for the last 4 years, we cannot
afford for the process to stall, we need Council to get
behind the community’s plea, we urge Council to strongly
express its support for the inclusion of the radiotherapy
centre in the hospital plans NOW, in order to get the
development process started in 2025 at the latest and
have the centre ready by end 2027.”
She also noted that it would be accessed from patients
from Bega who had even further to travel.
The speakers all referred to figures from the August
2023 minutes of the Southern NSW Local Health
District Board meeting in which Professor Mick Reid
provided an overview of the findings of the review into
the feasibility of establishing a radiation therapy service
within the new Eurobodalla Regional Hospital (ERH). 
The minutes reported: “CI (Cancer Institute) NSW data for
projected cancer cases for the south coast supports up to
1.3 Linear Accelerators (Linac). The review has considered
whether people would change their current treatment
location, the likely uptake, the consequences for the
Canberra and Nowra services, whether the service can be
provided safely and sustainability as well as cost
implications for ERH.
The review found that people will access a local service.
Evidence shows a likely Increase in the rate of Radiation
Therapy (RT) treatment if a service is provided locally.
Discussion followed about the provision of one Linac, or
two bunkers and one Linac as for other areas in NSW to
future proof.
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Council to advocate for local radiotherapy services at new Hospital

Member for Eden Monaro Kristy McBain and Member for Gilmore Fiona Phillips
accepting the One Eurobodalla Petition from the Late Cathie Hurst on 3 Nov 2021.
Networking arrangements are important to ensure continuity of care. There
are significant vacancies in the medical oncology field, with a workforce
meeting in Nowra with Canberra service providers planned.
A range of options were considered in the review and while it was included
in the review, a separate private service is not a model for recommendation.
A further option is a contracted provider such as ICON, or Genesis to
provide the service in ERH. The third option considered is a public service,
networked with Nowra.
Reversal of flow for NSW residents currently travelling to Canberra was
discussed with ACT Health who have indicated no issue as their waiting lists
are long. Nowra are managing well, but workforce is a challenge.
Professor Reid noted that the MSC are supportive for a service at ERH but
not at the cost of other services.
A Board member asked about Commonwealth RT grants for regional
services. ERH has been identified as an area to support. The
Commonwealth’s $8M offer is inadequate to fund the capital cost of the
service which is estimated to be around $30M. Recurrent costs are
estimated at $3.5M/annum.
The CE noted the issue of the cost of doing business in Southern, and the
concern that the cost of funding an RT service would further add to this. The
CE also noted the range of capital risks the District is currently carrying, as
well as the imperative for the operational costs of a radiation therapy service
to be fully covered, in the event of the service being established.
The review found that the service can be provided in a safe manner, and is a
needed service. The population justifies the provision of a single Linac.
A Board member questioned whether the major limiting factor to safe
operation would be to staffing of the service, acknowledging the proposed
networking with Nowra/Canberra. The review will flag the issue of retention
of staff to support the service.
A draft of the Radiation Therapy report will be provided to the Health District
when it is provided to Ministry.”
 In closing Cr Mayne asked “who hasn’t had a family member or friend who
hasn’t been affected (by cancer).
Cr Pollock added “for too long we have kept the door too narrow. We
shouldn’t let the Federal Government off the hook. We should expand out
efforts.”
Dr Michael Holland Member for Bega said "I congratulate Councillor
Anthony Mayne and the advocates for local radiotherapy services for
bringing this issue to the attention of the Eurobodalla Shire Council. The
Council has supported the Notice of Motion unanimously. I acknowledge the
overview of Professor Mick Reid's review of South Coast radiation Therapy
services which indicates the support and sustainability for at least 1 Linear
Accelerator for the Bega Electorate. It has been defined as a needed service
which can be provided in a safe manner. 
This review has been provided to the NSW Ministry of Health which is
engaging with the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing
on the future provision of radiotherapy services in the Bega Electorate. It
vindicates my consistent advocacy for provision of radiation oncology
services for our community. 
It also confirms the Minns NSW Labor Government's responsible and
transparent process of planning for health infrastructure and services. The
Eurobodalla Regional Hospital Campus Master Plan includes zoning for
expansion or inclusion of a radiation oncology unit. 
Work has now commenced on the construction of the new Eurobodalla
Regional Hospital which when opened in 2027 with Level 4 services can
then support radiotherapy therapy for the residents of the Far South Coast."



Parts of Mogo State Forest could soon be logged despite ten
endangered greater gliders being found by infrared drone in
this forest earlier this year.
On Sunday 18 August locals joined NSW Senator David
Shoebridge and Eurobodalla Greens Council candidates to
demand this forest be protected.
The spotted gum forest between Maulbrooks Road,
Mogendoura and North Moruya is on the chopping block. The
logging operation encompasses compartments 197-200 of
Mogo State Forest. 
Infrared drone surveys this year found a greater glider hotspot
with over 10 gliders in unburnt tall forest on the corner of Larrys
Mountain Road and Maulbrooks Road. A map provided by
Forestry Corporation NSW to neighbouring residents shows
two of these greater glider sightings are in forest to be logged.
An accompanying letter stated logging would start in July
2024. Featuring permanent water, locals have sited platypus
prior to the fires and an incredible 62m tall spotted gum with a
seven metre circumference grows in this greater glider hotspot. 
Forest conservationist and Eurobodalla Greens Council
candidate Joslyn van der Moolen has already found another
greater glider emerging from a hollow, requiring a 100 metre
circle of protection around this tree. 
“This greater glider den tree, is in Mogo State forest and is
mapped to be logged. It is essential for this forest, be kept
standing to protect wildlife that survived the fires. Instead these
big old trees, will be cut down mainly for low value export
woodchips, firewood and pallets made at the Narooma mill”
said Joslyn van der Moolen. 
“Residents will face increased fire risk from logging debris as
the entire treetop (> 60%) is left as waste. Logging machinery
caterpillar treads, will churn up vegetation over hundreds of
hectares, snigging tracks will be bulldozed throughout the
forest and multiple logging dumps totally cleared. I have
observed much of the logging in southern NSW is done by
Forestry NSW contracted Victorian harvesters, sniggers and
truck drivers” said Joslyn..
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Logging of endangered Greater Glider hotspot in Mogo State Forest

NSW Senator David Shoebridge at Mogo State Forest on Saturday with locals concerned about future logging.                     Photo Moruya Mail

“We celebrate the opening of 70 kilometres of the Mogo Mountain
Trails Network by announcing we will work within the key
stakeholder, the Council, to protect this forest from logging”
Colleen Turner, lead Greens Eurobodalla Councillor said.
“When elected I will ask council staff to map the 4,000 hectares of
state forest around the Mogo Mountain Bike Trails Network and
Narooma trails. Then I will move a motion for the Council to vote
on, to write to Michael Holland to insist these 4,000 hectares to be
protected from logging, by being designated as a Forest
Preserved Area by Forestry Corporation NSW.” Colleen Turner
said.
Nature based tourism is our main economic driver with mountain
biking in state forests a successful emerging industry. Since the
fires local mountain bike trails located in state forests have had $8
million invested in Mogo and $8 million near Narooma. 
This investment has already attracted the prestigious international
Sea Otter event to be held in Mogo State Forest in October 2025
for the first time in the southern hemisphere. Despite this
infrastructure investment and event planning the state forest
mountain bike trails are not protected from logging. We need to
protect these state forests to safeguard this investment and
provide certainty to the industry so these mountain bike trails are
not logged in the future. Without protection these forests will be
closed for months and months for logging and tracks damaged.
“This permanent protection of the state forests, the Eurobodalla
Mountain Bike Trails are in, is on top of the Greens priority list. We
are working at local government, state and federal levels to protect
forests by ending native forest logging. We call on the industry to
focus 100% on plantations on marginal cleared land that already
provides over 90% of construction timber, thousands of sawmilling
jobs and generates a profit.” said Joslyn van der Moolen,
For more information visit Council’s Mogo Trails webpage. The
Mogo Trails project has relied heavily on collaboration with
Forestry Corporation NSW and was made possible thanks to $5
million from the Australian and NSW Governments’ Bushfire Local
Economic Recovery Fund and $3 million from the NSW
Government’s Growing Local Economies Fund.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60b20f09dcfc4f2bd6b0c171/t/63ddcef58bf792078c351e0f/1675480953905/NSW+Carbon+Report.pdf
https://seaotter.au/
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/latest-news/2022/?external-uuid=b0167eef-7670-4ee2-a6b5-26e9c3c5be84


Better Access To Health Services
Series - Dr. Arn Sprogis
Local Radiotherapy Services are a key addition to a Level 4
Hospital in the Eurobodalla and would help service the
critical needs of communities all along the far south coast.
People in our region who need radiotherapy require long
periods of treatment, travel long distances, stay away from
home for 6-8 weeks at a time and for many this isn't possible.
In Sydney or Canberra people can have the 15-minute daily
treatment and go home to continue their lives as normal. 
The community communication process over the past 4
years around planning for a Local Radiotherapy Service at
the Eurobodalla Regional Hospital has been one of the worst
I have ever seen in any health district in 40 years, with its
lack of transparency and which doesn't match public
scrutiny of the available data and evidence. 

This was brought to a head last year when Prof. Michael Reid
(ex-Director General of NSW Health) was brought in by NSW
Health to 'Assess the Feasibility of Establishing a Local
Radiotherapy Service at the Eurobodalla Regional Hospital'.
He handed over his report late last year to NSW Health and
despite multiple requests by community members the report
has not been publicly released.
Part of the latest recent statements by Senior SNSWLHD
Executives including Margaret Bennet CEO and Brad
Scotcher General Manager Coastal Network at public forums
were that the Local Radiotherapy Service would cost $100
million to build, is unaffordable, has no timeframe for a future
build and that it won't be part of the Eurobodalla Regional
Hospital at opening.

Imagine my surprise when last week I was sent a copy of the
Southern NSW Local Health District 2023 August Board
Meeting and in it was the summary of the main conclusions
in Prof. Reids Review, presented by Prof. Reid himself which
were that there should be a Local Radiotherapy Service as
part of the Eurobodalla Regional Hospital with an estimated
capital cost of around $30 million. 
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WHO TO BELIEVE ON PLANNING FOR LOCAL RADIOTHERAPY SERVICES
EXPERT REVIEWER OR SOUTHERN NSW LOCAL HEALTH DISTRICT?

You can read it for yourself on:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-
11/SNSWLHD-Board-Meeting-Minutes-August-2023.PDF

For over a year key details of the Local Radiotherapy
Services Review have been known and not shared with
the community despite multiple requests. Prof. Reid’s
conclusion about the capital costs of $30 million have
been turned into $100 million by Southern NSW Local
Health District Senior Executives without any details or
explanation provided to the community, despite
questions on the issue at multiple hospital forums in
Narooma, Moruya and Batemans Bay.

The process around planning for the Local Radiotherapy
Services and the obvious major difference between the
conclusions of Prof. Reid’s review and recent statements
by the Southern NSW Local Health District Senior
Executive without any explanation to our community of
the reason for the difference together with a lack of
transparency in decision making has led me for the first
time in 40 years of dealing with various NSW Health
Managements at multiple senior levels, to a complete loss
of trust in any statement by Southern NSW Local Health
District about the Eurobodalla Regional Hospital and
Local Radiotherapy Services. 

Lack of transparency and no publicly available data on
planning has been the pattern for the last 5 years at
Southern NSW Local Health District and has succeeded
in taking me from always giving them the benefit of any
doubt to now always starting with doubt. It will now take a
long time and significant efforts for the Southern NSW
Local Health District Senior Executive to regain the
community’s trust.

So, who do you believe on planning for local radiotherapy
services? The expert reviewer or Southern NSW Local
Health District senior managers?

https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-11/SNSWLHD-Board-Meeting-Minutes-August-2023.PDF
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-11/SNSWLHD-Board-Meeting-Minutes-August-2023.PDF
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ESC has let us down on climate action and it has cost ratepayers dearly 
By Kathryn Maxwell 
Council has pretty much been treading water since 2020 on
sustainability measures that would save ratepayers and
reduction greenhouse gas emissions. 
Before the Sustainability Coordinator left, he informed SHASA
(South Coast Health and Sustainability Alliance), that transport
was the fastest growing source of emissions. Sadly, they still only
have one electric vehicle. When SHASA representatives met with
the Mayor and General Manager in May to offer to develop a
detailed business case on the benefits (economic and
environmental) of switching suitable vehicles to electric, the
General Manager said it was not a priority. Funding is available
from the Federal and State Governments to assist with switching
to electric – sadly this Council has not yet taken up these
opportunities.
Let's look at electricity.  The last thing the Sustainability
Coordinator did before leaving the Council was to organise a
power purchase agreement to lock in a good price for electricity
from renewable sources. He wanted it to cover 100%. In their
wisdom this was reduced to 80%. With the Bay Pavilions
becoming operational this dropped to 58%. The result is more
emissions and more financial cost to Council. When
representatives of SHASA met with the Mayor and General
Manager, we raised the idea of a solar car park at the Pavilion
and that one option was community financing if they did not
want to fund the capital costs up front. Again, the General
Manager said this was not a priority.
It has been brought to SHASA’s attention, through the recently
prepared GHD Report, that the Council spends nearly $1m a year
on electricity bills for the Bay Pavilions.  Why has it taken till now
for the Council to start focusing on sustainability features at the
building. Why wasn't a much bigger solar array installed when it
was built? Why weren't timers put on lighting and appliances
when it was built? We can tell you why, because this Council
does not prioritise emissions reduction. Thereby incurring a
greater cost to the ratepayers of the Eurobodalla.

Waste.  A major source of Council emissions is methane from
the rotting or organic matter. Unlike a number of other regional
Councils, Eurobodalla Shire Council has delayed bringing in
food organics, gardening organics or FOGO for short. As a result,
we still have food waste rotting away at the tips and releasing
methane – a greenhouse gas 20 times more potent than CO2.
While ESC has a Eurobodalla Climate Action Plan, and strong
targets. The plan does not have a budget. The draft Climate
Action Plan was significantly watered down with extensive use of
vague terms like advocate, investigate, consider.  
Council’s Sustainability Team staffing resources are totally
inadequate, only 1.6 FTE. Council’s strong emissions targets are
only as good as the policies that underpin them and require
resourcing, i.e. money to develop the policies and to embed
procedural items supporting them across the Council’s
operations.
As the NSW government has identified, the Council needs
to do including:
1. An emissions inventory – it's vital to track progress with
emissions. We currently have no way of knowing if progress is
being made in achieving the emissions reduction targets. 
2. Embedding emission reduction targets into all Council
strategic documents, processes and programs.
3. Adopting a Fleet Transition Plan with Targets.
Sadly, this Council has been basically kicking the can down the
road re emissions reduction/climate action. It continues to this
day as reflected in the Councils 2024/25 Operational Plan
where under Strategy 1.3. Activity 1.3.1 Reduce Council’s
contribution to the effects of man-made climate change
through the Implementation of the Climate Plan there are two
actions.
1.3.1.1 Design and implement programs for planting, and or,
artificial shading of strategic urban landscapes, council car parks
and playgrounds
 1,3,1,2 Facilitate a Climate Change Advisory Group
Once again, minimal actions to reduce emissions.

http://www.moruyamail.com.au/
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The band will play at the corner of Vulcan and Church Streets
tonight, Mr. Weatherby having kindly offered to install a light in
front of his garage for the benefit of the bandsmen.
Mr. T. Batt has completed the erection of a new library at the
Mechanic’s Institute. The committee appointed and Secretary
Carter are now busy cataloguing the books and setting the new
addition in order.
The euchre party held at Mrs. P. Lynch’s residence,
“Glenella,” on Tuesday night in aid of the Moruya Band Fund is
said to have been one of the most successful ever held in the
district. There was close on 150 people present, over 100 taking
part in the tournament which resulted as follows: - Pair spurs
(presented by Mr. F. Knight) Mr. P. Strahan; dessert spoons and
forks (donated by public) Mr. Tom Honan; pipe (presented by Mr.
J. Jordon) Mr. Jim Honan; knife (presented by Mr. Lex Johnson)
Mrs. A. Ison; bottle perfume (presented by Mrs. A. F. Emmott) Miss.
M. Morris; prize value 5/6 (presented by Mrs. J. R. Milne) Miss
Turner. A jazz band of local artists supplied sweet harmony for the
dancing. … The takings amounted to £12, which is indeed gratifying
and which reflects great credit on the promoters, Mesdames P.
Lynch and J. R. Milne, and Messrs. P. Lynch and E. Collett.
The sad intelligence reached here on Monday that Moruya girl
Miss Jessie Boyd, aged 18, a knitter of Callan Street, Five Dock,
had been knocked down by a motor lorry in Central Square that
morning. She was on her way to work, and was crossing the street
when the lorry struck her. The Civil Ambulance took her to Sydney
Hospital, where she was pronounced extinct by Dr. Standish. Her
neck had been broken. The deceased was a daughter of Mr. Boyd,
formerly of Mogo and Moruya, and the grand-daughter of the late
Mr. and Mrs. R. Hellams, of Mogo.
The following cable appeared in Monday’s “Sun”: - LONDON,
Monday Night. “Midshipman A. E. Good and J. W. Bull, of the
Australian Navy, with Midshipman Jones, an Englishman, all
students of the Naval Engineering College at Devonport, were
sailing in a five-ton yacht in the Channel when it founded in a
heavy squall. A tug dashed out and, after a good half an hour’s
search found Bull and Good swimming, supported by an oar. They
were rescued and taken to hospital. Jones was drowned.”
Midshipman Bull, who is a son of Dentist and Mrs. R. N. Bull, of
Moruya, was, with his comrades, about to take a trip to Calais in
the yacht. We are pleased to state that Mr. and Mrs. Bull received
re-assuring news from the Naval Department on Thursday that
their son is recovering from the shock and immersion.

Extracted from the Moruya Examiner by the Moruya and
District Historical Society Inc.
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100 years ago from the Moruya & District Historical Society
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No plan to stem huge losses at Bay Pavilions 

Eu

By Phil Herrick
Since the Batemans Bay Pavilions opened just over two years ago
ratepayers have spent nearly $11 million just to keep the doors
open - and a new report says it’s not going to stop.Last year,
ratepayers lost $17.56 every time a patron walked through the
door. 

By 2034 ratepayers will, in total since opening, have put over $70
million, including depreciation, into subsiding operations of the
theatre, gym and pool. The cash subsidy will be around $35 million.

At last Tuesday’s Eurobodalla Shire Council meeting the staff
tabled a Sustainability Plan that claimed to “to optimise business
outcomes for the facility, while maintaining positive community
benefit”.

In bad news for ratepayers the document offers plenty of strategic
themes and actions but no indication the losses will reduce, with
the council aiming to continue to take around $3 million in cash
every year from the General Fund to subsidise the losses at the
Pavilions for at least the next 10 years. 

The council has already slashed the road maintenance budget to
keep the Pavilions open and this hit to community safety and
amenity looks likely to continue.

The councillors meekly accepted the plan, with only Cr Mayne
dissenting. More than half of them are heading for the exits before
the coming election and they were happy to kick the problem
down the road to the next council.Those standing for re-election,
including the mayor, will no doubt hope their lack of action does
not affect their chances.

As revealed in the Moruya Mail, the plan confirms no action to cut
the cash losses has been completed, with extended delays in
executing the recommendations from KPMG, GHD and InConsult
that outlined a savings path over a year ago.

The council data shows the new theatre is a white elephant that
sat empty for over 300 days last year with just 62 shows, having to
compete with the Soldiers Club, the Bay Theatre Players and the
cinema for patrons and demonstrating how oversupplied
Batemans Bay is with performance and entertainment spaces.

The council did not share data on gym usage. The gym competes
with two private enterprise gyms less than 500 metres away.

A review of ways to cut costs by closing parts of the Pavilions that
are underutilised or compete with local businesses is not included
in the Sustainability Plan

In a puzzling move, reducing the cost to ratepayers by
finding new revenue sources has been made a “medium
priority” in the Sustainability Plan, to be done some time in
the future.

It underlines how the council sees no urgency in reducing
costs. It’s easier to keep reaching into ratepayers pockets
to pay for losses – as long as ratepayers are prepared to
accept cuts to road maintenance and other services. 

Finding new revenue streams and making decisions on the
viability of the Pavilions seems to be in the “too hard”
basket.

Ideas suggested around the community for new revenue
streams include reopening part of the site to a mini golf
operation similar to the one that successfully operated for
many years.

Another suggestion is to approach a fast food company
like Hungry Jacks to see how the site can be reconfigured
to house an outlet, as travellers heading north find it very
difficult to access the outlets now available on the eastern
side of the highway.

Another option heard mentioned is for council to strata
title the property, keep the pool as a vital community
service and sell the rest of the building.

However, the Sustainability Plan does not put forward any
options – just the easiest one - to keep funding the losses
with ratepayers money, a decision that will lead to either
more service cuts or increased rates.



         I have never met an Aboriginal of any age and
either sex whom I didn’t like…immediately and
thereafter.
 The first bloke I met was a boundary rider on a far
northwest Queensland sheep station where I was a
rouseabout in the property’s shearing team. My mate,
the team’s wool presser, Alan Blunt and I were
hunting plain turkeys in his VW when we crossed
paths on the boundary line. 
  We stopped and after a while he climbed down
from his old mare, and we boiled the billy. Turned out
he’d had a small part in Jedda the movie and we had
a good old yarn. I met his family later and his father
showed me how to throw a killing boomerang, the
kind that flies flat, doesn’t come back, but can break
a kangaroo’s neck at 70 paces.
 After that I met the poet Kath Walker who became
Oodgeroo Noonuccal when she expanded her
artistic and political range beyond her poetry that at
the time was only fair to middling. No, I tell a lie; it was
awful. But she was a lovely person, and I was a Cadet
journo on The Courier-Mail. I wrote a piece that
helped get her started on her activist path.
 Since then, as private secretary to a Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, Ralph Hunt I’ve met and talked
with very many of our Continent’s forebears; other
times as a documentary video maker; then as a
Canberra Times columnist initiating our own
reconciliation walk across Commonwealth Bridge;
and finally while researching my last two books. 
 I’ve never been disappointed once. 
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 I’m not suggesting they were all paragons of virtue. When the
men get a taste for the whitefella booze that offers an escape
from the reality of their place at the bottom of the Australian
totem pole, they can lash out at the nearest person to them –
usually a wife and mother of their children – just like the wife
beaters in our own community. 
 No one’s perfect, but I’ve constantly felt a unique gentility and
an instant generous connection that is all their own. Then four
years ago, I began work on the biography of a whitefella who
gave his life to the Aboriginal cause, a man of immense courage
and deep sensibility, named Donald Thomson. Our first home-
grown anthropologist, Donald spent most of his adult life with
them and his experience was similar to mine. The book was a joy
to write because he felt exactly the same about them.
  He was also a writer and newspaper columnist for much of his
life. I used a lot of his work in the book and though he died in
1970 it often felt as though we were sitting side by side, writing
together. It was an absolutely joyous experience. But here’s the
thing we can’t understand – and I invite you to answer the
question: Why do our white compatriots so easily forgive the
British for not just stealing the Aboriginals’ homeland but then
trying to wipe them out?
 And now that the land and its treasures have made us rich, why
are they so reluctant to welcome them into the great councils
of government? Why do they select just the ‘stolen generations’
to offer an apology, rather than a treaty and some decent
recompense to the survivors of the holocaust our kind visited
upon them?
 How do they suppress a bitterly ironic laughter when our Prime
Ministers and Foreign Ministers from both sides of the political
aisle, berate other nations for their human rights’ shortcomings
while standing up for ‘our Australian values’?
 I can think of a few answers but none that really makes sense.
The Aboriginal people are our own patriotic forebears in the
great south land. They are good people.
 Why do we hate them so?
 robert@robertmacklin.com 

mailto:robert@robertmacklin.com
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By John Longhurst 
17 year old Broulee resident and Year 11 student at St Peter’s
Anglican College, Zahlia Kelly, has been awarded the prestigious
2024 NSW Youth Parliamentarian of the Year.
Youth Parliament is the Y NSW’s flagship youth leadership and
engagement program and has been operating for over 20 years in
NSW. With a focus on leadership and advocacy, the program
enables high school students in years 10 to 12 to build confidence,
develop leadership skills, engage with civic leadership, policy
development, and democratic parliamentary debate.
Each year’s cohort receives training over a six month period that
includes in-person camps and online workshops. Participants
create Youth Bills with recommendations on issues for change.
These are debated during a mock sitting week in NSW Parliament
House with Members of Parliament invited to chair. It’s an
opportunity for young people to advocate, grow skills and make
life-long connections.*
Zahlia applied for the program in February.
Zahlia said “I enjoy advocacy and wanted to do something outside
of the school environment. I was accepted into the program in
April and took on the title, The Honourable Zahlia Kelly (Member
for Bega).”
Since April, Zahlia joined 70 participants from around the state
have worked on ‘youth legislation’ from the portfolios of Education,
Women’s Affairs, Aboriginal Affairs, Arts Music and Culture, Rural
and Regional Affairs and Housing and Homelessness.
Zahlia said “I joined the committee from the Housing and
Homelessness Portfolio and we were tasked with presenting a bill
to “Provide a just transition from Out-Of-Home Care into stable
and affordable housing”. I would spend up to six hours per week
on committee work.” 

Broulee student awarded Youth Parliamentarian of the Year

The NSW Youth Parliamentarians then converged on NSW
Parliament house in Sydney for their ‘Parliament Sitting Week’
during the July school holidays to present and debate their bills
to be introduced into ‘youth legislation’ across the portfolios.
Zahlia said ‘Our bill was passed following robust debate and
without amendments.” 
The Honourable Rose Jackson (NSW Minister for Housing and
Homelessness, and Minister for Water, Mental-Health and
Youth) was very impressed with the bill and debate and
highlighted the possibility of incorporating parts of it into real
legislation.
Zahlia’s efforts earned her NSW Youth Parliamentarian of the
Year. Out of 70 other participants from around the state this
award is presented to the candidate who ‘displays the most
outstanding qualities of leadership, citizenship and
engagement during their time as a Youth Parliament
participant’.
Zahlia is now using her advocacy skills at the local level and was
also the driving force in organising the Winter Soulstice Youth
Event. She collaborated with Eurobodalla Council and
Headspace and gained the support of Mayor Hatcher and Dr
Michael Holland who spoke at the event.
Last weekend Zahlia represented St Peter’s Anglican College
(funded by Bateman’s Bay Rotary) at the Model United Nations
Assembly (MUNA) held in Old Parliament House, Canberra. Her
team of 3 students was the ‘Solomon Islands’ and they were
successful in winning the Totenhofer Peace Prize awarded to
the delegation who contributed to world peace most
consistently during the MUNA sessions.
*https://www.ymcansw.org.au/community-services/youth/youth-parliament/

The Honourable Zahlia Kelly 
( Member for Bega) presenting and
debating a bill for Housing and
Homelessness for NSW Youth

MUNA photos of Zahlia and her team below with Rotary
representatives – Zahlia with the peace prize trophy. 
Photos care of NSW Youth Parliament Program).

The Honourable Zahlia Kelly (Member for Bega)
at Government House meeting the Governor for
NSW - Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret
Beazley. 

Printed copies of the Moruya Mail are available
Do you know someone who’s not online but likes to read the local news?

You can pick up a copy of the Moruya Mail from Coastal Stationery 
(opp Woolies) in Moruya for $3 (print cost)

Subscribe FREE for the digital edition at www.moruyamail.com.au

http://www.moruyamail.com.au/
http://www.moruyamail.com.au/
http://www.moruyamail.com.au/
http://www.moruyamail.com.au/
http://www.moruyamail.com.au/
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Australia has entered a new era of internal migration according
to the newly released Regional Movers Index (RMI), with data
indicating the nation’s love of regional living is becoming a
sustained population trend. 
Regional Australia Institute (RAI) CEO Liz Ritchie said data
shows that, during the June 2024 quarter, 27 per cent more
people moved from cities to regions than in the opposite
direction, building on the pattern seen in previous RMI releases.  
“Regional Australia has become the nation’s new frontier. This
analysis is clearly showing the population movement we’re
seeing is a sustained new trend, that is higher than pre-Covid
migration patterns. The regional Australia we have now, is quite
different to the regional Australia of five years ago,” Ms Ritchie
said. 
“The emergence of this new era signifies how important the
regions are to the future of our nation. The regions will be at the
heart of Australia’s net zero transition, and it is vital the
infrastructure and services our growing regions require are met
to ensure long-term prosperity and sustainability of our country.” 
The data shows despite a seasonal dip in overall movement
across the country in the June quarter, the Australian population
remains highly mobile, with city-to-regional relocations tracking
16 per cent above the pre-Covid average, and regional-to-
regional relocations 10 per cent above. 
The RMI is a partnership between the Commonwealth Bank of
Australia (CBA) and the Regional Australia Institute (RAI), which
analyses quarterly and annual trends in people moving to and
from Australia’s regional areas. 
The latest report also shows the emergence of new regional
hotspots, with Lake Macquarie, north of the NSW Central Coast,
one of Australia’s most popular destinations for movers, securing
an almost 5 per cent share of net internal migration over the past
year. When it came to growth hotspots, the neighbouring NSW
South Coast Local Government Areas (LGAs) of Bega Valley
and Eurobodalla both experienced strong annual and
quarterly surges in movement. 

Bega Valley and Eurobodalla experienced strong surges in population growth
Mr Fowler said: “The coastal appeal of regional hubs like Lake
Macquarie, Bega Valley and Eurobodalla offer an attractive
lifestyle with convenient access to quality healthcare and
education services, as well as employment opportunities,
further bolstered by major industry investments like the
Snowy Hydro 2.0 project in Southern NSW.” 
New analysis this quarter also provides valuable insights on
movement on a state-by-state basis, with the top five LGAs
by share and growth in net internal migration revealed across
the country. 
The picturesque far south coast LGA Bega Valley
emerged as the fastest growing regional LGA this quarter,
with a four-fold increase on the back of its popularity
amongst city movers. While quarterly growth was up by 63.2
per cent to record the third highest quarterly growth rate of
the Top Five. 
The adjoining LGA of Eurobodalla also experienced rapid
growth. Unlike its south coast neighbour, regional movers
were the key contributors to this growth, which also increased
on a quarterly basis (87.1 per cent).
Ms Ritchie said around three-quarters of city dwellers who
made the move to the regions in the past three months had
settled in either regional New South Wales or Victoria,
reflective of capital city net migration data which shows
Sydney, and to a lesser extent Melbourne, continue to shed
the largest number of people. 
“With so many people settling in our southern states, it’s
critical governments, industry, business and community work
together on ensuring regional cities and towns are supported
during this phase of expansion. The regions provide so much:
affordability, a sense of community, fulfilling career options
and green space. Let’s ensure this new era of regionality is
met with vision and leadership to drive a more decentralised
Australia,” Ms Ritchie said.  

Access the Regional Movers Index June 2024 quarter.  

https://www.regionalaustralia.org.au/common/Uploaded%20files/Files/2024/Regional%20Movers%20Index/RMI%20June%2024%20Report.pdf
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Cultural burning at Wimbie Beach 
ESC Media - Cultural burning will take place at Wimbie Beach
reserve this Friday to help remove an invasive weed, reduce
the fuel load, and protect the cultural significance of the area.
The burn began on Friday 23 August. Batemans Bay Local
Aboriginal Lands Council (LALC) is jointly managing the burn
alongside Eurobodalla Council. 
Andrew White of Batemans Bay LALC said Walbunja Rangers
have run test burns and prepared the area to manage the on-
ground component. 
“This Walbunja land is very significant to the mob,” he said.  
Council’s invasive species and biosecurity supervisor Paul
Martin said the burn will clear the area and make access to the
invasive weed, boneseed, much easier. 
Under NSW’s Biosecurity Act, Council’s Invasive Species team
has been controlling boneseed by hand since 2011.
“We inspect every property in the Wimbie Beach area and
hand pull all boneseed we find,” Mr Martin said. 
“It’s a highly invasive plant that will completely take over the
bush if allowed. It could potentially destroy habitat and food
sources for native birds, animals and invertebrates.”
Mr Martin said fire will encourage boneseed germination
which will be easier for his team to pull out post-burn. 
The burn area will be approximately 15-hectares and slopes
steeply from east to west.
“Fire travels slowly downhill; this is an ideal location to conduct
this activity,” Mr Martin said. 
“Walbunja Rangers have been hard at it, establishing
containment lines and clearing around bases of rough-bark
trees to prevent fire from climbing the trunks.”
Mr Martin reassured residents who may feel nervous at the
sight of smoke. 
“The fire will not be a wall of flame, rather it trickles along the
ground and is personally tended to by the Rangers,” he said. 
“RFS have been notified, and we do not expect to use water,
but it’s there if required.”
Cultural burning is also known as cool burning, where the
burned area becomes cool to touch after the fire has trickled
through.
“Animals and birds are able to move to unburnt areas as the
fire moves along and repopulate the burned area once the fire
has moved through,” Mr Martin said. 
Mr Martin said it was the first time Council has undertaken the
Aboriginal cultural burning practice at Wimbie Beach. Also this
month, Council and Walbunja Rangers successfully
conducted cultural burns at Dalmeny-Kianga headland.
“We have been provided with the opportunity to listen to and
learn from the Walbunja people using cultural practices that
have been established for over 60,000 years,” Mr Martin said. 
“It is ultimately going to help reduce the soil seedbank of a
control-order weed, enhance the vegetative condition of the
reserve, reduce fuel loads and re-introduce Aboriginal cultural
burning practices to a hugely significant area for the Walbunja
people – it’s a win-win for everybody.”
Mr Martin said fire can only be used to manage Council’s
bushland reserves at specific times of year and on certain soil
types. 
“Our reserves are highly diverse with different vegetation; we
must be careful and take everything in balance,” Mr Martin
said. 
“If burns take place at the wrong time of year or in the wrong
conditions, it can result in an increase in fire-favouring plant
species, which can potentially make areas more susceptible to
bushfires in the future.”
Mr Martin said the weather forecast was ideal for burning with
light winds, cool nights and mild days ahead.
“There will be some white smoke, but it shouldn’t be
significant,” he said. 
“The team will keep an eye on the weather over the weekend
to determine the go ahead on Monday.”
The Newth Place car park and access to the reserve will be
closed during the burn which is expected to take up to two
days. Nearby residents have been notified about the cultural
burn by letter from Council.
Council has also established taped lines, known as transect
lines, throughout the reserve to monitor vegetation changes
over time. 

Walbunja Rangers create containment lines and clear around
rough-barked trees. 
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Authors throng to Eurobodalla Libraries
If you like to know the stories behind the stories then Eurobodalla’s libraries are the
place to be, with a bevy of bestselling authors visiting through spring.
Libraries coordinator Samantha Fenton says the much-anticipated series of talks will
cover authors writing across the range of genres, kicking off with a revealing look at
our local landscape with Helen Moody.
“Her book South Coast Islands – New South Wales reveals the scenic beauty and
the hidden stories of 61 islands off our coast. Hear more from Helen about Aboriginal
connections, early European exploration, flora and fauna, shipwrecks and more. It’s
sure to inspire you to discover new local wonders,” Ms Fenton says.
“Then we welcome bestselling rural romance author Fiona McArthur to discuss her
latest hit Back to Birdsville, a novel that celebrates outback women – always there
for each other – and the men who stand beside them, all set against the fun of the
famous Birdsville races.”
Then in mid-September, as part of History Week, president of the South Coast
History Society Peter Lacey will share stories about some of Eurobodalla’s most
remarkable women. 
“From our early pioneers to a world-renowned economist, we need to know more
about the women of our region. Don’t forget to bring along your own stories of
significant women to honour and share,” says Ms Fenton.  “Fantasy fans can enjoy an
evening of fairy tales and folklore with bestselling author Kell Woods. Her debut hit
After the Forest was an exciting rewrite of the Hansel and Gretel tale and she’ll
present a sneak peek of her upcoming novel Upon a Starlit Tide.”
Ms Fenton says that’s just September, with dingo-crime phenomenon Chris Hammer
and the always hilarious Benjamin Stevenson visiting the libraries and a livestreaming
of some the biggest names at the Headlands Writer’s Festival during October.
Bookings are essential. Find all the details on the Eurobodalla Libraries events
webpage.

2EARFM GIG GUIDE

Friday, 23 Aug:
Allan Watts …………..Tura Beach Club
(7.30pm)
Mr Reese………………….Lynchs Hotel
Ben Malone………………Steampacket Hotel

Saturday, 24 Aug:
Dan Cully……………………….Quantum Brewery
Tony Jaggers……………….Lynchs Hotel  7.30
Allan Watts Band…………Merimbula RSL
(8pm)
Met Faoa………………………Steampacket Hotel
LP Harmony…………………Moruya Markets
Moondog………………………Broulee
Brewhouse
Square Pegs……….............Bay Soldiers Club

Sunday 25th Aug
Tony Jaggers…………………..The Drom Tilba
Mark Smith…………………….Broulee
Brewhouse
Coming Soon  Ash Grunwald….Waterfront
Hotel Fri 31st  Tix at Humanitix

https://www.headlandfestival.com.au/
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/community/libraries/whats-on
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/community/libraries/whats-on
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The NSW Government is delivering on its ongoing commitment
to revitalise Aboriginal Languages, with the announcement of
more than $4 million in grants to fund 74 Aboriginal Language
projects across the state.
This new funding builds on the $3.9 million delivered in 2023,
double the Coalition Government’s spend in 2022. 
The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Treaty David Harris
announced the funding while visiting one of the grant
recipients, First Linguists, in the town of Brewarrina on
Thursday.
First Linguists, supported by Brewarrina Local Aboriginal Land
Council, will receive a $15,000 grant to develop workshops to
revitalise and preserve the Ngemba, Ualarai, Murrawarri and
Kimilaroi Languages.
The NSW Government investment, via the Aboriginal
Languages Trust (ALT), will empower Aboriginal people and
organisations across the state deliver events, initiatives and
projects tailored to the needs of their communities. 
Aboriginal languages are central to Aboriginal culture and vital
to sustaining traditional knowledge.
The growth and strengthening of Aboriginal Languages and
Culture is also a key outcome for Closing the Gap, a national
commitment to improve outcomes for Aboriginal people.  
NSW remains the only jurisdiction in Australia to enact
legislation that recognises the importance of Aboriginal
Languages and establishes mechanisms for a focused
investment in their revitalisation.  
In 2023/24 the Aboriginal Languages Trust offered six grant
programs, including a new Educational Scholarship Program,
which aims to contribute to the growth of Aboriginal
Languages by supporting individuals to pursue languages
training and education. 
Among the many projects the grants will support, include: 

Warren Performing Arts and Language Place Incorporated
will record four original songs in the Wayilwan Language
and deliver Community Language workshops at Warren in
central-west NSW 
Walhallow Local Aboriginal Land Council near Tamworth
will create an animation to tell the Dreamtime story of
Yurrandaali, the main totem for Aboriginal people of the
Liverpool Plains  
Elders will deliver on country language workshops for
Aboriginal young people on Bundjalung Land in northern
NSW
Leeton and District Local Aboriginal Land Council will
create four 360-degree interactive videos filmed on
country and digitally animated to explore a world using
Wiradyuri/Wiradjuri Language in 3D 
Newara Aboriginal Corporation will employ an Anaiwan
Language Project Officer and Facilitator, a role vital to
supporting Newara as the primary Language organisation
and hub for the Anaiwan community in Armidale
Winangakirri Aboriginal Corporation will employ two
Language support workers, a contract Linguist and
Archivist, to develop Language learning materials for
Community use  
Blake Cusack will be one of six recipients of the Aboriginal
Languages Education Scholarship Program. Blake currently
works full time as a Gumbaynggirr language teacher at
Gumbaynggirr Giigana Freedom School in Coffs Harbour. 

$4m Aboriginal Languages boost as new grant round opens
Apply for a NSW Aboriginal Languages Week 2024 grant
Aboriginal organisations and groups in NSW are now invited to
apply for grants to hold events and activities celebrating NSW
Aboriginal Languages Week 2024 from 20 to 27 October.
Grants of between $1,000 and $5,000 are available for
initiatives to celebrate Aboriginal Languages across NSW,
including community events, exhibitions, language classes
and language workshops.
In its second year, NSW Aboriginal Languages Week aims to
celebrate and promote languages with a broad range of
stakeholders and audiences through a series of events,
programs and promotional activities.
NSW Aboriginal Languages week also recognises the passing
of the Aboriginal Languages legislation, which came into law
on 24 October 2017.
Applications are open until 6 September 2024. For more
information, visit the ALT website, www.alt.nsw.gov.au

http://www.moruyamail.com.au/
http://www.alt.nsw.gov.au/
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USED solar panels for sale
Repurposing for Resilience Eurobodalla Inc
A variety of outputs ranging from 120w to 350w panels. Tested and sold with warranty
for 5-10c per watt.  Some used solar equipment also available. 
Drop in on a Friday between 9.30-11.30am and our volunteer solar contractor can
even throw in some free advice!
Cant get out there? You can also call us during those times or arrange for a call back
to see what we’ve got, always happy to hold. Cash, eftpos or direct transfer payment
options.   
RfR Community Solar Reuse Centre; Moruya Waste Transfer Station, 21 Yarragee Rd
Moruya. Phone 0499864970

https://gofund.me/87f4dd61
https://www.facebook.com/RfReurobodalla?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUxWBuA0lMbxmnTWntMveekV5n1H7QyBl4VnLRajNQJIeLWHUPGfpJsOFpiW_iR06oxQfeDGoAYaTWuzwqiMWvdjKMNVg4sDOOQQTDNLi3wvYPtai0Vx8Qo81-teLKXjEgd35QXXkDD33GNpMugtgRg0iw3pWczx_rXf9wyWc9bFqODuBNcoF0KBhGfkB6m7sTP4HiOL1raenh1VsFG5T40&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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AWL News
We would like to introduce your readers to two stunning kittens that are currently available
for adoption through AWL Eurobodalla.
Three month old Nugget is a gorgeous ginger boy with a cheeky personality and a loud
purr motor. He’s playful and funny and will absolutely melt your heart.
Tessa is only four months old but is quite the princess. She’s a beautiful tuxedo girl who’s a
delightful mix of feisty and snuggly. She showers her humans with sweet cuddles and loving
purrs, which is probably why she always seems to get her own way. 
Please call Animal Welfare League on 0410016612 to arrange a meeting with Nugget or
Tessa.   
AWL encourages cat owners to keep their pets contained within their property, with suitable
enrichment such as toys, to keep their beloved felines safe and to protect wildlife.   

Animal Welfare
League
Eurobodalla
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Eurobodalla Health and Community Expo
Calling exhibitors, store holders, sports clubs, activity based
groups, schools, performers & more,,,,,,, Join us in celebrating
health, wellness, and community at our upcoming Eurobodalla
Health and Community Expo.  We invite you to register and
share your unique talents, products, and services with a diverse
and vibrant audience.
When- Saturday 23rd November 2024, Where- Batemans
Bay Soldiers Club, Time 10am to 2pm
“This is a Free event”   Please Note- No sales or fundraising
permitted
Whether you offer health products, wellness services, or
inspiring performances, there’s a place for everyone at our expo.
This is more than just an event—it’s a movement to raise
community awareness and promote well-being for all. Let’s come
together to educate, inspire, and support each other in building
a healthier, more connected community.”
Email eurobodallaexpo@gmail.com  today and request a
registration form Our Thanks to the Batemans Bay Soldiers Club
& Donate Life ACT

Thrift Alley Spring Edition
SUNDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2024 FROM 08:30-13:30
2/45 Vulcan street, Moruya, NSW, Australia
Felt & Stone Moruya

CWA FSCG events 
1-8 Sept CWA of NSW Awareness Week 
Monday 21 October FSCG AGM in Narooma 

Moruya Community Workshed
New members are always welcome. We are located in the grounds of the
Moruya High School operating two days per week. 
For inquiries please contact Wayne on 0488 743 788.
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2024 Diary Dates

24 August - Horizon Apartments Narooma Forest Rally
14 September. - Sustainable Choices Festival Moruya
14 September - Local Government Elections 
27 Sept- 7th Oct  River of Art Festival 
6 October  - Mogo Festival Day
25 October  - Mogo Mania Gravity Enduro Stage Race
15 November - Crank It Up Batemans Bay
23 November Eurobodalla Health & Community Expo
28th Feb - 2 March 2025 Cobargo Folk Festival 

Moruya Community Film Group
Movie:  The Road to Nhill  Where:  Red Door Hall rear of St John's
Anglican Church, Page St, Moruya 
When:   Saturday 31 August 2024
Time:     7pm for a 7:30pm Showtime 

Got an event coming up ? 
Let the Moruya mail know 
hello@moruyamail.com.au

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/moruyamail
mailto:eurobodallaexpo@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552794532336
https://newsletters.esc.nsw.gov.au/t/r-l-tdtdidhl-ogejhjkl-p/
https://newsletters.esc.nsw.gov.au/t/r-l-tdtdidhl-ogejhjkl-c/
https://newsletters.esc.nsw.gov.au/t/r-l-tdtdidhl-ogejhjkl-c/
https://newsletters.esc.nsw.gov.au/t/r-l-tdtdidhl-ogejhjkl-c/
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Eurobodalla Annual hard waste
collection
Please have your hard waste (maximum of
two cubic metres)

Monday 26 August 2024
Malua Bay, Lilli Pilli, Surf Beach including The
Ridge Rd, Kauzal Cres and Towrang Ave,
Denhams Beach including Burkes Way

Monday 2 September 2024
Denhams Beach from Burkes Way, Sunshine
Bay, Batehaven

Monday 9 September 2024
Catalina, Silverdell Pl through to Batemans
Bay, including Crosby Dr and Glenella Rd

Monday 16 September 2024
North Batemans Bay including Peninsula Dr,
Nelligen, Surfside, Bay Ridge, Clyde Rd and
Cors Pde

Monday 23 September 2024
Long Beach, Maloneys Beach, South Durras

https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-six
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-six
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-six
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-six
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-seven
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-seven
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-seven
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-eight
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-eight
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-nine
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-nine
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-nine
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-nine
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-ten
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/whats-on/events/calendar/annual-hard-waste-collection-sector-ten
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Winner: Michael Hogan with Secretary
Michael Coloe

Tuross Head Golf Results 

Winners: John Eglitis, Jane Eglitis, Tony Mellick and Ray
Bollard

Tuross Head Golf Results 
Saturday 17th August 2024

A field of 54 players registered for a
Medley Par event. Fun was had by all!

The Winners were:
1st:     Michael Hogan (23) with +2
2nd:     Jim Wade (13) with +1
(countback) 
3rd :    David Schmid (18) with +1
(countback)
4th :    Greg Booth (14) with +1
(countback)
5th:     Tim Watson (5) with +1
(countback)

Nearest to the Pins
4th:     David Schmid 2.64    B Grade
6th:     Terry Milliken 3.40    C Grade                         
7th:     Tim Watson    2.21    A Grade              
                          
Balls went to: Paul Scholze +1, Michael
Coloe 0, Peter McCrae 0, Paul Pereira
0, Matthew Kennedy 0, Ian Kingston -1,
Graeme Sindel -1, Ken Hush -1, Bruce
Martin -2 and Paul Medwin -2.

Winner: Rob McKirdy

Tuross Head Ladies Golf Results - Tuesday
20th August 2024

A Fundraiser Ambrose game was held by the
Tuross Head Country Club Lady golfers. The
event was in teams of 4 and was a Medley
event. 52 Players signed up to play and
proceeds were raised for the Tuross Head
Country Club. The event was kindly sponsored
by Jim Wade from the Tuross Head Post Office
and Peter Gready from the Tuross Head
Pharmacy.

The Winning Teams were:

1st:     Jane Eglitis, John Eglitis, Ray Bollard and
Tony Mellick with 53.625 nett.
2nd:    Wendy Schmid, David Schmid, Beverley
Theobald and Steve Gardner 56.75 nett.
3rd:     Kerrie Sands, Michael Coloe, Pam
Alexander and Elsa Shearer 59 nett.                   

Nearest to the Pin for the men was won by Brad
Doolan.

The Accuracy award was won by Terri
Swanbury.

The Tuross Head Golf Club Professional, Rob
Green, contributed to the day by raising money
with his huge drives for a gold coin donation.

After the game there was lovely BBQ food
cooked and served by the Marine Rescue,
raffles drawn with lots of beautiful prizes
donated by the lady golfers and delicious sweet
treats made by Annette Manton. Some fun
games were played after the presentation.

The General Manager of Tuross Head Country
Club, Annette Smith, thanked the lady golfers
and players for the funds raised which were
over $2000.

Tuross Head Vets Golf Results
Wednesday 21st August 2024

A smaller field of 34 players
registered for a Par event today. The
weather was warm and sunny.

The Winners were:

1st:     Rob McKirdy +2 (countback)
2nd :   Henry Anderson +2
3rd :    Barry Hoban +1 (countback)
4th :    Terri Swanbury +1

Nearest to the Pins

4th:     Leonie Snodgrass       
6th:     Steve Gardner
7th:     Ladies: Terri Swanbury
           Mens: Greg Smith

Accuracy:        Terri Swanbury

Bradmans:      Steve Gardner 
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Moruya River.
With the AFTA trade show done and dusted for another year,
I can get back to my regularly scheduled fishing report. The
show was an eye opener, and there will be a few new brands
showing up in the shop, I won’t say who till we have
confirmation, and there is some nice new stuff from the
regular suppliers that has been ordered for stock. So stay
tuned, and I’ll let you know as it arrives.
The Moruya river continues along its cold slow lazy way this
week, with reports from the estuary itself being pretty sparse.
The ocean temps are still fairly low at the moment, and the
only real source of warmer water, will be that of the shallow
sand flats, that are benefiting from longer and warmer days.
I would be targeting a few lazy flathead or bream around
these areas with small soft plastics or slowly worked crank
bait style hardbody lures. Bait as always, will work for you
also. Live nippers are a prime option when the fishing is slow,
you just need to be able to tolerate getting wet feet this time
of year to get some.
The lower sections of the river, the spur wall and Preddy’s
wharf area, are all good options at the moment.
Tuross River.
The back areas of this system with dark muddy substrate, will
be the best areas to look for a flathead or two. The likes of
Borang and Bumbo lakes both fit this bill nicely, and are
already starting to produce some fish. With the forecast this
weekend, Sunday is looking a little better than Saturday with
less wet stuff predicted. It that there is a lot of rain forecast
for Saturday though.
Tuross has plenty of shallow side channels that are prime
spots for both bait, and predators. The four ways area is a
great one to look at this time of year, with lots of snarky spots
to get into if you have the means. Kayaks are a great option
this time of year.
I haven’t heard any reports from Coila lake this week, so I’m
not really sure what is happening in there at the moment.
Feel free to make a comment here if you guys have any good
oil on what’s happening. Pics are always encouraged also.

Tackle World Moruya
Rock and Beach.
Congo creek I’m told is running clean and clear after the
big seas last week, and has some nice gutters running
along the beaches also.
Salmon continue to be the mainstay along the coast this
time of year, and their range is extensive. With no
particular spot better than any other spot, you will just
need to get out and find where the fish are. Looking at the
Moruya Bar Cam, there is absolutely no swell running at
the moment, making the Breakwall and local rock ledges a
safe proposition to fish.
After last fortnight’s tragic events up Kiama way, always err
on the side of caution!! No matter how far you have
travelled or how short your fishing window is, risking your
life in bad conditions is a really dumb thing to do. If you
don’t intimately know the ledge you plan to fish, and it’s
wet, FORGET IT! Find somewhere safe to fish. PLEASE.
Offshore.
With good looking conditions, there should be a few boats
heading out to either try and find a tuna or snapper this
weekend.
The snapper have been happily playing ball this week from
all reports, with fish being found in and around the 20m
mark out to 50m, so there are options depending on how
close to shore you fish to stay. The flathead have also
been readily available over the sand between drifts.
I am unsure as to what is happening further out wide for
the game crews, but hopefully if you are planning on
getting out this weekend, you are successful.
The bait freezer is stocked with everything other than 1kg
Salted Pilchards, but I am told they should be available
next run.
Keep an eye on our socials, for any news on new accounts
and stock arriving in store. Until then,
Stay safe everyone and remember “Every day’s a good day
for fishing…”
Team Tackle World Moruya.





Group A  One Eurobodalla Team Moruya Mail

Mick Johnson

One Eurobodalla team is putting forward a strong, community-focused platform for the upcoming Council election. They
emphasize several key areas:

Service Delivery: The team prioritizes excellent service delivery, aiming to meet the needs of the community effectively.
Including advocating for maintaining the Batemans Bay Hospital Emergency Department.

1.

Financial Sustainability: They are committed to ensuring the Council’s financial health, which is crucial for long-term
stability and growth.

2.

Community Enhancement: They plan to support and lead initiatives that improve community services, advocate for
necessary resources, and drive economic growth.

3.

Ethical Governance: The team values transparency, evidence-based decision-making, and respect for community input.4.
Inclusivity and Quality of Life: They aim to recognize and value the diversity of the Shire’s residents and work towards
improving their quality of life through strategic governance and planning.

5.

Environmental Stewardship: Phil Constable highlights their commitment to environmental care, reflecting their dedication
to maintaining and enhancing the natural environment.

6.

Phil Constable's statement, "this is a team of well-respected, honest, and capable individuals who value the amenity of where
we live and are committed to maintaining continuous environmental stewardship," reinforces the team's dedication to the
community and its economic well-being.

Phil Constable  -ESC Councillor (2016-2021)
Educational Background: Narooma High School, ANU – BSc (For)
Professional Experience: Past President, Narooma Chamber of Commerce, Owner, Mitre10
Narooma (30 years), Former Owner/Operator, Narooma Ice Creamery and T&C Butchery.
Recreation & Health Interests: Golf & Qi Gong 
I am deeply passionate about our Shire, its economic vitality, and social fabric. Having navigated
previous economic downturns and their community impacts, I understand the importance of
Council’s role in providing services efficiently and cost-effectively.
With the current pressures of rising living costs affecting all our citizens, it is crucial to constrain
Council’s recurrent expenditure. This approach helps us avoid imposing Special Rate Variations,
which could otherwise reduce disposable income for residents, slow economic growth, and impact
rental costs and job opportunities.    In addition, we must oppose the proposed closure of the
Batemans Bay Hospital Emergency Department through proactive advocacy to both State and
Federal Governments. Given the ongoing population growth in the Batemans Bay Regional Centre
and our aging demographic, it’s essential to reassess the previous Council’s stance on hospital
support.    Constraining rate rises is vital, especially for young families and those on fixed incomes.
Together, we can work towards a more sustainable and supportive Shire for all.Phil Constable

Trish Helier

Kristy Beecham

Whilst we have Batemans Bay to the north, Moruya and Narooma to the south I firmly believe we
are “ONE” Eurobodalla there should not be a “them and us” attitude. My interest in Eurobodalla
Shire Council commenced 2011 when Council changed the zoning of our land without consultation
or notification. I was involved with a petition for the Rural Lands LEP.  I have attended a number of
Council Workshops. I have regularly spoken in Council since 2012 on a number of subjects.
I am a member of Eurobodalla Coast Alliance Inc. (ECA) . I am familiar with Councils process and
very familiar with Councils Code of Meeting Practice.  In 2015 I drove the a petition against the
Special Rate Variation which achieved over  11,000 signatures.
In 2015 I organised the largest shire wide meeting at the Batemans Bay Soldiers Club with over 500
in attendance. In 2015 I organised a petition and advocated to save Albert Ryan Park from
development. I am very passionate about Saving Batemans Bay ED and most recently I lobbied the
Councillors on this issue to add a Point 3 to a Mayoral Minute. 
In relation to the new Level 4 Hospital at Moruya I am of the view that a Radiotherapy Department
should be included in the Hospital.  I also spoke in Council a number of times in relation to the
issues surrounding Surfside and in particular the erosion that is occurring at the northern end of
Myamba Parade.

Kristy Beecham is a vibrant and community-focused businesswoman based in Narooma. Alongside
her husband, Troy, she co-owns and operates the popular Ice Creamery Café and Narooma Fitness
Centre. With 24 years of experience in the hospitality industry, Kristy is particularly proud of the job
opportunities she has created and her role in training local youth, giving many their first taste of
employment.
Her commitment to community extends beyond her businesses. Kristy and Troy are generous
sponsors of nearly all local sporting clubs and have strong ties with both the Narooma Surf Club
and the Narooma Rugby League Club. Kristy herself has a fond history with the Surf Club’s Nippers
Program and takes pride in her two daughters’ roles as lifesavers with the club.
Kristy has also been involved in community planning as a former member of the Narooma Oval
Committee, contributing to the precincts' upgrade planning. Her passion for fostering youth
opportunities makes her a valuable asset to the Shire, and she is well-positioned to serve as a
dedicated Councillor.

I bought land in Tuross in my mid-twenties and moved here permanently in my early thirties. My
children are born and bred Eurobodallians.
I have been president of the Tuross Head Progress Association, the Tuross Rugby and Bodalla
Soccer Clubs. I was on the Kyla Hall committee when the community ran the hall.
I helped build the playground for the old Bodalla Primary and the art studio for the new Bodalla
Primary.
I was President of the Master Builders Association in this region and I’ve been a builder and house
designer in the shire for over 35 years. 
My children grew up in the Eurobodalla so I’ve been involved in sporting teams and organisations,
school trips and all sorts of community events. My building company sponsored teams and events.
I put 8 local kids through their apprenticeships. I’ve won building awards.
I helped organise and participated in local touch football popular back when the community ran
Kyla Hall and oval.
I have travelled the length and breadth of the shire, met many people from all walks of life and, I
believe, I have a fair understanding of the lifestyle that brings out the best in this community.
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Printed copies of the Moruya Mail are available
Do you know someone who’s not online but likes to read the local news?

You can pick up a copy of the Moruya Mail from Coastal Stationery 
(opp Woolies) in Moruya for $3 (print cost)

Subscribe FREE for the digital edition at www.moruyamail.com.au

Catch up on archived
editions of the 
Moruya Mail 

on the website. 
 Want to support local news? 
Your business can sponsor a

page in the Moruya Mail! 
Email for rates 

hello@moruyamail.com.au
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